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Sonoma Ecology Center was founded in 1990 
after that year’s Earth Day celebration on the 
Sonoma Plaza.

Sonoma Valley’s Earth Day drew thousands of 
people together around the idea that Sonoma 
Valley is a special place we live in and love, 
and it is worthy of our care. Parades, green 
technology demonstrations, music, films, food, 
dancing, and speeches marked this 
momentous celebration.

After Earth Day in 1990, we knew that 
something important had happened. We also 
saw that the real work still lay before us. 
Building on this momentum, Sonoma Ecology 
Center was founded to continue the 
celebration and bridge-building that Earth Day 
had launched, and help our community take 
care of this place we all love.



Sonoma Ecology Center launched its 30th anniversary year around Earth Day 2020, 
when much of the community was sheltering in place. We gifted 300 Victory Garden 
Starter Packs at a social distanced event on the Sonoma Plaza. Hundreds of people 
lined up in cars to receive plant starts, and planted them throughout Sonoma Valley 

and beyond. This was our way of thanking the community for 30 years of working 
together on behalf of Sonoma Valley. As we reflect on the past 30 years, we 

continue to help our community face new challenges and seize new opportunities. 
 



Remember 1990? Sonoma Valley was a very different place. There was yet to be a Nathanson Creek Preserve, a 
Sonoma Garden Park, a Van Hoosear Wildflower Preserve, or a Sonoma Overlook Trail for the public to enjoy. Streams 
and groundwater were mostly ignored, environmental science education and field trips for all Sonoma Valley students 
was only a dream, and the Sonoma Valley Wildlife Corridor was not yet envisioned. We loved our Valley, but we didn’t 
understand how it worked or how to take care of it.

That year was pivotal for Sonoma Valley. The 1990 Earth Day celebration in the Plaza was revelatory—part of a historic, 
worldwide shift in perspective. Among other things, the movement gave rise to Sonoma Ecology Center, and we’ve 
been building on that momentum ever since.

Thirty years later, we find ourselves experiencing another historic, worldwide shift in perspective, and it is no less 
revelatory. Racial injustice is intersecting with the health and economic disparities laid bare by the coronavirus 
pandemic. Wildfire is threatening communities throughout California, including our own.

In response, as we celebrate our 30th year and pursue our mission through education, research, preservation, 
restoration, and partnership building, we are spending 2020 doing two other crucial things: listening and learning as a 
new era of social justice unfolds, and, helping our community cope with the pandemic.

Today, we are stewards of Sonoma Valley’s hillside backdrop, streams, wildlife habitats, environmental education, and 
public access to open spaces. At the same time, we continue to innovate partnerships that can address persistent 
challenges like housing affordability and the deep inequities that exist in Sonoma Valley’s communities. 

In 2020, 30 years later, we find ourselves at another crossroads—a time of learning, and of acting. This is a time for us 
all to learn how to live with appropriate respect, both for people who are different from ourselves and for the planet 
we live on. Join us at this important moment in history, working to shape a Sonoma Valley our community will continue 
to love into the future.

Richard Dale, Executive Director

As SEC Celebrates Its 30th Year, 
the World is at a Crossroads
By Richard Dale,
Executive Director



“Thirty years later, we 
find ourselves 
experiencing another 
historic, worldwide shift 
in perspective, and it is no 
less revelatory. Racial 
injustice is intersecting 
with the health and 
economic disparities laid 
bare by the coronavirus 
pandemic. Wildfire is 
threatening communities 
throughout California, 
including our own.”

—Richard Dale, Executive Director 



Beautiful. Sustainable. Sonoma.
Sonoma Ecology Center works 
to address challenges related 
to open space, rural character, 
biodiversity, energy, and 
climate change, and strives for 
a better quality of life for all 
residents.

Our mission is to work with our community to 
identify and lead actions that achieve and 
sustain ecological health in Sonoma Valley.

Biodiversity 
We value natural ecosystems and the diverse 
animals and plants they support. 

Sustainability
We seek multi-benefit solutions to the 
environmental, social, and economic challenges 
facing our community.

Evidence-Based Action
We monitor our work and the environment to 
continually improve our programs and inform local 
and regional decisions.

Education 
We have education programs for youth, teens, and 
adults to support an informed and empowered 
community.

Since 1990, we’ve worked to 
increase appreciation and 
stewardship of Sonoma 
Valley’s natural heritage and 
create measurable benefits in 
areas of land, water, climate 
change, and biodiversity.

We envision a future where people, 
land, water, and wildlife thrive.

MISSION VISION

VALUES
Stewardship 
We engage community members as partners in 
our work.

Collaborative Problem Solving 
We strive to work with all stakeholders— 
including residents, government, agriculture, 
students, and businesses—to solve problems 
and build community.

Be the Change 
Act locally to replicate globally. We learn from 
others and create and share models, 
techniques, and tools that others can use.



"I’ve been a friend and supporter of SEC for over 25 
years, and am impressed by how the organization 
evolves with the needs of the environment and the 

community. I’ve participated with staff and Board 
members as we respond to significant realities (fire, 
climate change, pandemic, housing shortages), and 

translate our understanding to action that will help the 
whole community. As we move through these challenging 
times, SEC will remain a big part of how our community 

copes with change and evolves together.”

Sonoma Ecology Center is truly proud of our ability 
to lead our community in responding effectively to 
important challenges as they emerge — from 
devising Team Sugarloaf to run our watershed’s 
largest state park, to creating Sustainable Sonoma 
as a structure for the many voices of our community 
to come together to shape its future. We believe that 
we can continue to innovate and demonstrate 
actions here in Sonoma Valley that allow us to “act 
locally to replicate globally.”

—Ellie Insley, Vice Chair, Board of Directors

—David Morell, Chair, CFO, Board of Directors





 
2009      North Bay Climate Adaptation Initiative Founded
2012      Sonoma Biochar Initiative Launched

2002      K-8 Science Education Program Launched
2007      EnviroLeaders Program Launched
2015      Sustainable Sonoma Created
2017      Senderos Naturales Launched
2018      Fire Recovery Walks Provided
2020      Sonoma Valley Volunteers Launched

Sonoma Garden Park Established       1993
Sonoma Overlook Trail Established      2002

Jack London State Historic Park Expanded      2002
Van Hoosear Wildflower Preserve Established      2004

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Saved From Closure      2011
Sustainability Principles for the Future SDC      2017

Nathanson Creek Preserve Created      1993
Stream Restoration for Steelhead Begun      1998

Emergency Watershed Protection Program Organized      2017

1997  Sonoma Wildlife Corridor Established
2010  Sonoma County Biodiversity Action Plan Co-Authored
2019  North Bay Bear Collaborative Formed
2020  Prescribed Fire Event Conducted



Sonoma Valley is a community where people are 
interested in connecting with our beautiful 

surroundings and making our Valley ecologically 
healthy. 

Sonoma Ecology Center builds on opportunities 
to resolve challenging local environmental issues 

and help other communities do the same. 

Our community increasingly understands that 
environmental, economic, and equity challenges 

must be solved together.



K-8 Science Education Program 
Launched
 
In 1991, we set out to bring environmental education to all Sonoma Valley kids. 
First, we created a lending library for schools. Later, we taught local teachers how 
to do their own locally-based environmental education. In 2002, we started putting 
our own educators in the classroom. That was the winning approach. Today, we are 
an integral part of the School District’s system, reaching over 1,300 kids a year with 
multiple science lessons in the classroom and field trips to Sonoma Garden Park 
and Sugarloaf Ridge State Park. Building on long-standing relationships with 
teachers, we’ve created a network of environmental education teams that provide 
outdoor educational experiences to every child in Sonoma Valley at no cost to 
schools. We have reached an entire generation with environmental education that 
fosters local solutions to global issues, and will continue to adapt our programs to 
help the next generation deal with the challenges we face in the 21st century.

EnviroLeaders Program 
Launched

Because the teaching structure that works for younger students doesn’t 
work for teens, and because job training is a critical skill at that stage in life, 
we launched the EnviroLeader program. It creates an opportunity for local 
teens to gain essential job and life skills through practical, environmentally 

focused training in a semester-long paid internship that focuses on 
sustainable agriculture, community building and park stewardship. We are 

proud that for a period of time, Sonoma Ecology Center was the largest 
youth employer in Sonoma Valley, and proud that many of our graduated 

EnviroLeaders enter careers in the environmental sciences and become 
conscientious community leaders.

2002

2007



2015

Sustainable Sonoma 
Created
25 years after Sonoma Ecology Center was founded, we realized the need to 
engage the whole community in our vision of a Sonoma Valley where people, 
land, water, and wildlife thrive. We saw challenges in our community that no 
one organization could solve alone, but affect all of us. We saw that 
environmental, equity and economic issues intersect in ways that invite 
coordination and collaboration across those sectors. Just weeks after the 
October 2017 fires, we convened a group of 30 community leaders across the 
broadest range of interests in Sonoma Valley to form the Sustainable Sonoma 
Council, a coalition committed to working together around issues like 
emergency response, housing affordability and structural inequity. Since its 
formation, Sustainable Sonoma has played a critical role in the Valley’s 
emergency response coordination, helped our community understand its 
greatest hopes and challenges, and fostered new ways of approaching 
community challenges. 

2017

Senderos Naturales 
Launched

In 2017, we launched Senderos Naturales (“Natural Trails”), a 
Community Action Partnership, in an effort to make open space in 

Sonoma Valley more accessible and inclusive of the Latino community. 
We diversified our programs to include Spanish-language walks, hikes 

and overnight camping trips. To address barriers to open space, we 
created free garden plots at Sonoma Garden Park and provide 

transportation to some bilingual events. We partnered with La Luz 
Center and Vía Esperanza to do outreach in Sonoma Valley and Santa 

Rosa. Today, Senderos Naturales engages local Spanish speaking 
families at Sugarloaf Ridge State Park and Sonoma Garden Park.



Fire Recovery Walks 
Provided
After the October 2017 fires burned 28% of Sonoma Valley, we realized 
how much our community would benefit from seeing the burned 
landscape through our eyes—that to understand how the land benefits 
and heals from fire helps us cope with its catastrophic impact on our 
communities. Our team of ecologists, biologists and educators led over 
1,000 community members and nearly 400 students on a series of 
educational guided hikes through burned regions. We continue to 
deepen our understanding of Sonoma Valley’s ecosystems and believe 
that this knowledge serves to empower and heal our community. 
Learning, sharing and acting together will be the foundation of how we 
adapt to future challenges.

2018

2020

Sonoma Valley Volunteers 
Launched

In an unprecedented effort, Sonoma Valley’s organizations— 
governments, businesses, and nonprofits—came together to recruit 

younger volunteers and meet evolving needs created by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Led by Sonoma Ecology Center and Sustainable Sonoma, in 

partnership with the City of Sonoma and the Sonoma Valley Food 
Security Task Force, SonomaValleyVolunteers.org was launched to match 

local organizations with volunteers to respond to the COVID-19 crisis 
while our community’s core 60+ volunteer force sheltered in place. This 

Valley-wide system of coordination will be a resource going forward in 
times of crisis, change and adaptation.



Without owning any land or finalizing any transactions, 
Sonoma Ecology Center has a long track record of 
quietly and gently bringing landowners, nonprofits, 

government agencies, philanthropists, and community 
members together to protect natural lands in Sonoma 

Valley through purchases or easements. 

With our intimate knowledge of the land, our deep social 
connections, and our collaborative approach, we expect 
to foster the protection of yet more healthy habitat lands 

in the future. 



Sonoma Overlook Trail
Established

During the 1990’s, locals began calling for both a Valley-wide trail system and the 
permanent protection of Sonoma’s hillside backdrop, which in 1999 was threatened 
by resort development. Out of these concerns, the idea of building a public trail on 
the hillside took shape. SEC board members led efforts to to create a trail network 

on the site—dubbed “Sonoma Overlook Trail” in a naming contest. It was built with 
community contributions and significant volunteer help. SEC also worked with the 

City to clean up an old dumpsite, and to form Sonoma Overlook Trail Stewards, a 
volunteer nonprofit group of which SEC is fiscal sponsor. To this day the trail and 

land—a sloping oak woodland that offers eye-popping views and includes the 
historic cemetery—are owned by the City and managed by volunteer trail stewards 

in an arrangement that benefits the entire community.

Sonoma Garden Park 
Established 
Sonoma Garden Park was established as the first subscription farm box program 
in Sonoma Valley, on a six-acre former prune orchard donated to the City of 
Sonoma by Pauline Bond. From the beginning, it was a unique place for Valley 
visitors and residents to experience local organic foods and learn about 
small-scale food production. Today, it is an interdisciplinary learning 
environment with demonstration gardens, community garden plots for rent, a 
native plant nursery, educational workshops, and paths that wind among 
berries, flowers, oak trees, and happy chickens. Each year, hundreds of local 
students come to Sonoma Garden Park for hands-on science education, and 
more than 200 youth and adults volunteer thousands of hours of community 
service.

1993

2002



Jack London State Historic Park
Expanded
Sonoma Developmental Center once grew food for its own residents and 
employees, and needed a lot of land to do it. Over time, as the state facility shrank 
its services, it ceased using that land, and in the late 1990s part of the property 
was designated as “surplus,” at risk of being sold to the highest bidder. Seeing an 
opportunity to protect that land in perpetuity, SEC and partner Sonoma Mountain 
Preservation worked with Sonoma County Ag + Open Space to transfer 600 
acres--encompassing deep forest, a historic fruit orchard, and steelhead-bearing 
streams--to neighboring Jack London State Historic Park—shifting the land from 
one state agency to another and guaranteeing its protection forever.

Van Hoosear Wildflower Preserve 
Established

Muriel Van Hoosear left her three daughters an undeveloped 164-acre 
meadowland located west of the City of Sonoma that is home to dozens of native 

wildflower species including two rare flowers. Asked by the family to help preserve 
the meadows, SEC—particularly our current Board member Ellie Insley—worked 
with Ag + Open Space, Wildlife Conservation Board, and Community Foundation 

Sonoma County to make this possible. The value of the property meant the family 
could be paid for it to be put into easement, protecting Van Hoosear as wild 

forever—a welcome contrast to so much similar land now given over to houses 
and vineyards. As part of the arrangement, SEC manages the land and leads free 
wildflower walks each spring to share this land with the community. In 2020, SEC 

conducted a prescribed burn at the Preserve—assisted by numerous organizations 
promoting beneficial fire—to rejuvenate its native plant species and control its 

invasive ones.

2002

2004



2011

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park 
Saved From Closure
When the state budget crisis forced the closure of Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, 
Sonoma Ecology Center pulled together a team of skilled nonprofits to create 
Team Sugarloaf, which reopened the park in 2012 and assumed day-to-day 
responsibility for this local landmark. Since that time, we have welcomed over 
1,000,000 visitors, led over 1,000 guided hikes and harnessed over 20,000 
volunteer hours to improve and operate the park. In 2017, an incredible 
community of volunteers came together to repair infrastructure after 80% of the 
Park burned in the Nuns Fire. This year, we have adapted our numerous 
programs and the campsites to foster distancing and help people get outdoors 
safely.  As the lead organization in Team Sugarloaf, we have carried Sugarloaf 
Ridge State Park through major changes, and look forward to keeping this vibrant 
open space open and accessible to the public for years to come.

Repurposing the 200-acre campus of the Sonoma Developmental Center, within 
its 750 acres of open space, is a once-in-a-generation opportunity. Our 

connections to this land run deep: we have monitored Sonoma Creek here for 15 
years, partnered with State Parks to tame erosion in the upper forests, worked 

out of offices here for 20 years, and led fire recovery walks over its burned 
ground. We are clear that a redeveloped Eldridge can bring an array of benefits to 

Sonoma Valley: new kinds of jobs, a wide protected wildlife corridor, a 
climate-resilient water source, affordable housing in a socioeconomically 

integrated neighborhood, an incredible trail system, healthy wide riparian forests, 
and a huge, biodiverse, protected area of state-level significance. To assure that 

the community’s highest standards are met as the site’s future is plotted, SEC led 
many groups in writing a set of Sustainability Principles. These Principles stand for 
the community’s intention that the future Eldridge will regenerate water, make its 

own energy, rebuild biodiversity, honor the site’s many pasts, and help lead the 
community to a better future. 

2017

Sustainability Principles for 
the Future SDC Established 



The dangers of runaway climate change that we 
see all around us—the fires, floods, droughts, 

and heat waves—call for two types of 
responses: readying ourselves for climate 

impacts, and drastically reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

As our partners focus on reducing emissions, 
Sonoma Ecology Center has focused on 

preparedness, using science and outreach to 
better understand climate hazards and to spur 

action. We also pull carbon out of the 
atmosphere and sequester it, when we protect 
or restore natural lands, and promote the wise 

use of biochar.



North Bay Climate Adaptation Initiative
Founded

Sonoma Biochar Initiative 
Launched

Sequestering carbon is an important part of climate change mitigation, which is 
why SEC promotes biochar, a kind of “super charcoal” whose production traps 

carbon from biomass (uprooted grape vines, for example) that otherwise would 
enter the atmosphere as greenhouse gases—a simple process resulting in an 
important, easily scalable drawdown strategy. Myriad co-benefits result from 

using biochar as a soil amendment, including extracting toxins from, and 
trapping moisture in, the soil, improving crop yields and reducing the need for 

irrigation. As interest in biochar grew, we organized a three-day international 
conference at Sonoma State University. Among other things, this gathering 

resulted in the formation of Sonoma Biochar Initiative, an SEC program. Since 
then, we’ve led efforts to document biochar’s benefits, scale up production, 

promote low-tech kilns for making biochar, and make biochar from excess wood 
that would otherwise be burned.

2009

2012

In 2009, Sonoma County had set bold goals for reducing climate pollution, but no 
one was talking about the impacts of a changed climate: increased wildfire, 
infestations, more deadly heat waves, less predictable rainfall, and more. To fill that 
gap, we co-founded and subsequently led the North Bay Climate Adaptation 
Initiative. SEC was the lead author for the Initiative of Sonoma County’s official 
climate vulnerabilities report, taught numerous workshops helping land and water 
managers across the North Bay translate arcane climate projections into practical 
management actions, and led creation of a Climate Resilience Roadmap for Sonoma 
County. In part based on the Initiative’s work, most of our local governments now 
routinely make their plans based on future conditions that are different from those 
of the past. This keeps both people and the land more resilient and more prepared. 
The North Bay Climate Adaptation Initiative was nationally recognized by the 
Obama Administration during a New York ceremony in 2016.



The way we currently use and manage water in 
Sonoma Valley creates deficits in our groundwater 

aquifers and our creeks. Our surface waters are 
polluted by excess sediment, nutrients like yard 

fertilizers, and pathogens. A warming climate makes 
reversing these trends ever more urgent. 

If we absorb more water into the ground during 
winter, when it is abundant, use less water and 

re-use it more during summer when it’s scarce, and 
avoid chemicals, we could have more and cleaner 

water for ourselves, and more fish, birds, wetlands, 
and healthy oak trees and streamside forests.



Stream Restoration For Steelhead
Begun
Our 1990’s “Watershed Visioning Potlucks” evolved into the Sonoma Valley 
Watershed Council. Local scientists, restoration experts and other community 
members began to study and work for a thriving Sonoma Valley watershed—efforts 
that included research, creek cleanups, invasive plant removals, replanting and more. 
SEC then became a main driver for eliminating Arundo donax, a noxious invasive 
weed, in Northern California. As we started to better understand the importance of 
native species to stream health, we began designing and building better vegetative 
stream channels in Sonoma Creek, sharing this knowledge throughout the region. 
Along the way, we realized that steelhead trout are a key indicator species and began 
to use them as a measure of overall stream health in Sonoma Valley. Today, we’re 
continuing our important work in Sonoma Creek and its tributaries on the issues of 
vegetation, fish barriers, erosion and debris, summer flows, groundwater recharge, 
water quality, and flooding—years of work centered around helping the fish, which 
ultimately helps the stream and the people living beside it. 

Nathanson Creek Preserve
Created

Nathanson Creek, running north-to-south through the middle of the City of 
Sonoma, had deteriorated over the years due to pollution and neglect. Inspired by 

volunteer Christy Vreeland, Sonoma Ecology Center began leading clean-up and 
restoration efforts along its banks. Today, with help from partners City of Sonoma, 

Sonoma Valley Unified School District, Sonoma Water and Ag + Open Space, 
Nathanson Creek Preserve is a beautiful and thriving greenway, accessible to the 

public by bridges and walking trails. Its waters are cooler and clearer, allowing 
Chinook salmon to spawn in wetter winters. Sonoma Valley High School and Adele 

Harrison Middle School use Nathanson Creek as a living outdoor classroom. 
Together with our Restoration staff, local gardening enthusiasts volunteer to keep 

the native plant demonstration garden at MacArthur Street flourishing. Across the 
street, a former empty lot now demonstrates a widened creek floodplain of the 
type that could, if replicated up and down Nathanson Creek, reduce flooding in 
town, and improve habitat for fish and other animals that depend on streams.

1993

1998

2007



Emergency Watershed Protection 
Program Organized

2017 After the October 2017 fires burned more than 28% of Sonoma Valley, we 
recognized the urgent need to protect the Sonoma Creek watershed from 
toxic ash and debris that threatened to wash from burned buildings and cars 
into creeks, threatening to contaminate the water and wildlife with heavy 
metals, asbestos, nitrates, and sulfates. We created maps showing where 
burned structures lay within 100, 200, and 300 feet of waterways and 
developed a system of prioritizing properties for containment. This priority 
system was adopted to sequence the work of at least some of the later 
federal debris cleanup contractors. Volunteer Nancy Kirwan organized 
dozens of volunteers to contact landowners and work with staff to surround 
burned structures with sandbags and straw wattles, keeping their toxins in 
place until cleanup crews could arrive. All told, 80% of the burned structures 
posing the greatest threat to local streams were contained, protecting all the 
burned sections of stream that host steelhead. This model has now been 
replicated in other communities after fires. 



Sonoma Valley is home to an amazing variety of 
species in a small place. A large proportion of 
California’s species exist in this compact area, 

that is only a tenth of one percent of California’s 
entire land area. Since the Valley is mostly 

privately owned over thousands of parcels, it 
needs all of us to be good stewards to sustain 

this amazing legacy for the future. 

Biodiversity is in catastrophic decline around the 
world, with one in four species at risk of 

extinction. Sonoma Valley, in a similar decline, 
still has extraordinary biodiversity that supports 
numerous ecological services that we rely on. 

Sonoma Ecology Center takes strategic action to 
stabilize and strengthen biodiversity in our Valley.



Sonoma Wildlife Corridor 
Established
It all started when SEC volunteer Christy Vreeland pointed out that Sonoma 
Mountain was slowly but surely becoming a biological island, due to development 
of the land surrounding it. This meant that plants and animals on the Mountain 
were cut off, less able to migrate to and from it to find food, water, and genetic 
diversity. Ultimately this isolation would harm its viability as a native habitat. The 
solution was a habitat corridor—essentially a bridge of open space—connecting 
Sonoma Mountain through the Sonoma Developmental Center and hundreds of 
acres of additional protected wild lands on the other (east) side of Sonoma Valley. 
Working with the county’s Ag + Open Space and Sonoma Land Trust, lands around 
the corridor were acquired and made accessible to native species. This Corridor, 
Sonoma County’s first ever, later became formalized as part of the county’s general 
plan. Now this work continues as we help plan the future of SDC.

Sonoma Valley is at the intersection of several biodiversity zones, making it an 
unusually rich place for biodiversity. For example, our county comprises just 1% of 

California’s total area, but contains 2,210 known native plant species. Realizing 
that a large and growing human population lives in and amongst this biodiversity, 

and that we need to better understand it in order to preserve it, SEC began an 
effort to more closely examine and codify the biodiversity found here. Working 

with others in the county, we produced a landmark Action Plan—co-authored by 
Karen Gaffney, now at Ag + Open Space, and SEC’s Caitlin Cornwall—that tells us 
what we’ve got to lose, and what we must do to keep it. Based on research and 

interviews with multiple biologists specializing in our region, the Action Plan 
continues to help us protect this ecologically rich region.

1997

2010

Sonoma County Biodiversity Action Plan
Co-Authored



Prescribed Fire
Conducted
A critical tool for managing fire in Northern California is fire itself. Historically, 
indigenous Californians used fire on a massive scale to promote the plants and 
animals they preferred. After native lands were stolen and occupied by European 
settlers, a culture of fire suppression replaced this tradition, resulting in conditions 
that reduce biodiversity, reduce carbon sequestration, and make catastrophic fire 
more likely. For the last decade, Sonoma Ecology Center has worked to reintroduce 
fire as a land management tool. This year, with Audubon Canyon Ranch’s Fire 
Forward program, Good Fire Alliance, and many other partners, Sonoma Ecology 
Center burned part of the meadows at the Van Hoosear Wildflower Preserve. 
Scaling up and normalizing prescribed fire is one of the many ways Sonoma Ecology 
Center is keeping people safer while restoring biodiversity.

2020

North Bay Bear Collaborative
Founded

In the late 2010’s, proliferating critter cameras showed that black 
bears—including mothers with cubs—had moved into the Mayacamas 

Mountains full time. The North Bay Bear Collaborative was launched to get 
ahead of challenges that may arise from an increasing black bear population. 

It is a working group of agencies, non-profits, landowners, and individuals 
committed to being proactive liaisons between humans and bears. Our aim is 

to make the North Bay safer for both bears and people.

2019



We thank our 
community, 
partners, 
supporters, 
volunteers, and 
board members 
for making our 
work possible. 

Board of Directors
PARKER BACON
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Student,
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STEVE BARBOSE
Attorney, Retired

Sonoma Planning Commission

ANNA BIMENYIMANA
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International Nonprofit Supporter

ED COLBY
Partner,

Quadrille Capital

MARK FLOCCO
Retired Business Owner

ELLIE INSLEY, MLA
Vice President, Secretary 

Landscape Architect
Natural Habitat Restoration Specialist

BERNIE KRAUSE, PhD
Founder, CEO, Wild Sanctuary

DAVID MORELL, PhD
President, CFO

CEO, 
Specialty Technical Consultants, Retired

Adjunct Professor, 
Mae Fah Luang University, Retired

Former Senior Director, 
USEPA, DC and San Francisco

NANCY PADIAN, PhD
Epidemiologist, 

UC Berkeley School of Public Health

JENNIFER PALLADINI, PhD
Faculty, 

Santa Rosa Junior College

BRECK PARKMAN
Senior State Archaeologist, Retired

California State Parks
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See Independent Accountant's Review Report

2019 2018

ASSETS
Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents 383,881$        222,757$        
Accounts receivable 317,589          341,852          
Prepaid expenses 37,056            36,475            

Total current assets 738,526          601,084          

Fixed assets:
Furniture and equipment 101,575          89,068            
Leasehold improvements 90,025            90,025            
Vehicles 61,061            61,060            

Subtotal 252,661          240,153          
Less accumulated depreciation (152,445)         (137,457)         

Net fixed assets 100,216          102,696          

Other assets:
Restricted investments 391,965          330,082          

Total assets 1,230,707$     1,033,862$     

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 113,233$        115,314$        
Deferred revenue 248,400          370,446          
Line of credit -                    84,472            

Total current liabilities 361,633          570,232          

Net assets:
Without donor restriction 395,602          54,132            
With donor restriction 473,472          409,498          

Total net assets 869,074          463,630          

Total liabilities and net assets 1,230,707$     1,033,862$     

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

DECEMBER 31, 2019
(With summarized comparative totals for December 31, 2018)

 
 

 

 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 



THANK YOU TO OUR
2019 SUPPORTERS
Your support enables our team of scientists, educators and community leaders 
to adapt our programs to Sonoma Valley’s evolving needs.

$10,000-$49,999

Anonymous
Darlene Nye
 

Maurice Tegelaar
Viticole Wine
John and Vicky Weller
Martin and Kristi Zurauskas

$1,000 - $4,999

Appleby Foundation
Teresa and Gerald Audesirk
Simon and Kimberly Blattner
Keith and Patty Bongiovanni
Virginia and Homer Boushey
Mark and Linda Brewer
Geraldine Brown
Katherine Bucklin
Mark Cederborg
Edward Colby

$5,000-$9,999

Erickson Family Charitable Foundation
David and Sandra Erickson
Charlton Holland
Kakatu Foundation
David Morell
Patagonia Action Works
Michael and Mary Schuh

$500-$999

Russell Bair
Rachel Bell
Mary and Mike Benziger
Virginia Bertelsen
Dave and Joan Chalk
Michael and Mary Connolly
Ron and Sandra Dodge
John and Sara Donnelly
Howard and Irene Ehret
Gail Ellestad
Chris and Carol Elms
Dick and Carrie Fogg
Paul Gelburd and Diane Parish
Susan and Joe Gorin
Carolyn Greene
Kathleen A Haas
Bruce Hartsough and Leslianne Lee
Randolph and Kelly Hicks
Steven and Troy Hightower
Sandy and Alice Horowitz
Johnson + Johnson
Linda Liscom
David and Grace Meeks
Steven and Nina Moore
Steve Mullen and Inga Aksamit
Eric Norrbom
Jim Ouimette
Domenic and Birgitta Paino
James Perry
Phoenix Civil Engineering, Inc.

12,500+ volunteer hours

$50,000 and above

Bald Mountain Ranch
Community Foundation Sonoma County
Fund for Ecology and Culture
Michael and Mary Ann Hasenstab
Pam and John Story

Ben Compton and Diana Sanson 
Brett Cooper and James Fontanilla
Tom and Katherine Culligan
Howard Dunaier and Elizabeth Stelluto
James E. Dutton Foundation
Barrie Eddy
Mark Feichtmeir
Virginia Fifield
Mark and Bridget Flocco
Gaia Fund
Arthur and Margaret Grandy
Maud Hallin
Jim and Donna Halow
The Heck Foundation
Keith and Cheryl Hughes
Ann Iverson
Kyle Kirwan and Nancy Evers Kirwan 
Michael and Valerie Kobal
Ron Koeberer and Lisa Frugoli 
Bernie and Kat Krause
Katharine Kunst and Katherine Fulton
Tony and Nancy Lilly
Rosemary and Kevin McNeely
Donna Medeiros
Laurence Meyer
Thomas and Jamel Perkins
Schwab Charitable
Anonymous
Shellbrook Foundation
Jerome Solomon and Alice Cornwall
Chris Starr
Kenneth Stokes and Dana 
Simpson-Stokes
David and Vicki Stollmeyer
Carol Stoye
Mel Switzer
Edmond and Diane Taylor
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Without donor With donor 2019 2018
restriction restriction Total Total

SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
Government contract revenue 1,133,755$    1,133,755$    1,301,091$    
Memberships and donations 569,554         3,799$        573,353         331,065         
In-kind donations 104               -             104               1,135             
Program fees 513,014         6,960          519,974         382,763         
Investment income (loss), net of fees 10                 71,959        71,969           (15,848)          
Gain (Loss) on disposal of assets 1                   -             1                   46,281           
Reimbursable income 270,851         -             270,851         358,569         
Other income 73,705           -             73,705           36,772           
Net assets released from restriction 18,744           (18,744)       -                -                
Cost of goods sold (40,989)          -             (40,989)          (21,498)          

Total support and revenue 2,538,749      63,974        2,602,723      2,441,828      

EXPENSES:
Program 1,677,160      1,677,160      1,411,890      
Management and general 349,423         349,423         849,005         
Fundraising 170,696         170,696         108,459         

Total expenses 2,197,279      2,197,279      2,369,354      

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 341,470         63,974        405,444         72,474           

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING 54,132           409,498      463,630         357,622         

NET ASSETS, ENDING 395,602$       473,472$    869,074$       463,630$       

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019
(With summarized comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 2018)

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 



$1 - $499

Robert Barron
Judith Barry
David and Christine Barry
Michael and Helen Bates
Jeremey Bates
Chris Bauman
Allyssa Bautista
Kelly Baxter
Constance Bay
Katy Belt
Julia Benedetti
Randal Bennett
Marc Benson
Paul Berg
Richard Berry
Maria Biasetto
Ava Biscoe and Donna Warshaw
Leslie Blankenship
Blue Sea Resources Inc
Todd Board
Mike and Susan Bobbitt
Joan Bourg
Judy and Ken Bowles
Susan Braito
Mark Bramfitt
John Branscome
Mr. Louis Braun and Ms. Joanne Martin Braun
Mary Jane Brier
Marcia and Phoebe Brookbank
John and Joan Broughton
Brendan and Patricia Brown
Barbara Buck
Stephen Buffy
Ann Butler and Karen Ricketts
Glenn and Elle Caesar
Eugene and Loranna Campagna
Steven and Susan Carara
Robert Carlsen 
Bill and Joyce Carlson
Darrell and Mary Kate
Ashley Cayford
Century 21 Wine Country
Marcia Charles-Mo
Nancy Cherniss 
Margaret Clary
Abby Clow
Maryn Cohen
Cathy Coleman
Pat and Barbara Collins

Karen Collins
Randy Cook
Randall Cook
Diane Cooke
Ruth Cooper
Jennifer and David Cooper
Robert Cortelyou
Clay and Barbara Cowan
Ronnie Cromwell
Robert and Gina Crozier
Mary Ann and Richard Cuneo
Mary Curtin
Anonymous
Edwin and Kirsten Cutler
Richard Dale and Caitlin Cornwall
Stephen Dale
Judi Danner
Arthur and Jill Dawson
Eleanor Decker
Corey and Laura Decker
Cherie Del Carlo
John Dempcy
Richard Donat
Sandy Donohue
Mary Katherine Dryer
Peter Duffield and Anne French-Duffield
Patrick and Elise Dwyer
Steve Eckert
Candi Edmondson
Anastasia Encarnacion
End World Hunger Foundation
Enterprise Vineyards, Inc.
Erik Jensen
Bradley Evans
Todd and Marge Evans
Chuck and Kathryn Fagan
Paul Falk
Mark and Jean Farmer
Mary and Paul Favaro
Anonymous
Ronald Fine
Michael Fitzpatrick
Dod and Susan Fraser
Anne French
Anna Frizzell
James and Susan Gale
Ray Gallian
Vivien Gay
Barbara George

Mark and Tia Pierce
Roger and Fiona Prichard
Thomas and Michele Rouse
Cynthia Scarborough
Jean Schulz
Kevin Scott and Tonia Lach
Michael and Janet Shane
Ninie and Charlie Smith
Margaret Spaulding
Kat Stephens
Gordon Strachan
Mr. Theobold and Mrs. Chandler
John and Judith Walsh
Judy Weiner
Martin Widders

Keith Abeles
Chuck Abshear and Laurie Decker
Antonia Adezio
Karen Alary
Susie Albrecht
Peter and Adrienne Alcantara
Bonnie Aleander
Elena Alioto
Lawrence Allan
Mathew Allen
Michael Allen
Peter Altamura
Anonymous
Gavin Anderson
Elizabeth Andrews
Carl and Kathleen Appellof
Dianne Armer
Mary Evelyn Arnold
Tim Arnold
Laura Arnold
Diana Arntz
Lorraine Ashton
Hudson Auberline
Timothy Bacon
Peter Bacot and Deanne DiPietro
Jeffrey Baker and Diana Craig
Bill Baker
Andrew Baldwin
Jeff and Susan Baptista
Michael Barnett
Sandra Barroli



Robert Gerard
Joe and Lisa Gerardin
John and Nancy Giambastiani
Brian Gilmore
Carolyn Glanton
Margaret Gokey
Golden State Manufactured Home Owners
Kris Gornick
Dianne Gray
Rhonda Guaraglia
Barry and Jan Gubrud
John and Phyllis Gurney
Lee Hackeling
Loren Hall
Brett Hamner
Carole Harbard
August Hardy and Grace Hartman
Richard and Katherine Harkness
Andrew and Charesa Harper
Elizabeth Harper
Terry and Carolyn Harrison
Amy and Jim Harwood
Anonymous
Osha Hayden
Karen Heisler
Lon and Linda Herbert
Jeremy Hewes
Patricia and Gerald Hiatt
Vicki Hill
Mark Hummel and Amy Alper
Gayle Hunting
Rodney Jackson and Darla Hillard
Jay and Rebecca Jasperse
Kathy Jelin
Albert John and Cynthia Evers
James and Shannan Johnson
Julie Jones
Byron Jones and Julie Morrison
Mary Jue
Frank and Suzanne Jurasek
Margaret Kaplan
Susan Karle
Kathleen Kellett
Kathleen Kimpel
Thomas and Margaret Klinkner
Beth and Bill Krumbein
Holly Kulak
Bob and Carol Kummerer
Anne Kuschner

Terry and Karen Larson
Barbara Leach
Margaret and William Lee
Richard Lee and Rhonda Stallings
Bernard Lefson
David Leland and Ann Howald
Jane Levikow
Samantha Lewins
Kathryn and Peter Lewis
Veda Lewis and Kathy Aanestad
Alice Liddell
Joseph and laine Lieber
Myron London and Lucinda Ford
Elizabeth Lotz 
Mark and Laura Lucas
Kathleen Lukefahr-jewell
Robert Lutolf
Sharon and Jim Lynch
Chuck Magnus
Carl and Barbara Mannle
James and Leslie Marioni
Carla Markmann
Luba Markoff
Sandra Martensen
Paul Martin and Patti Kozlovsky 
Kenneth and Genevieve Mast
Jill Matranga
George Maurer
Nancy Mavis
Tim and hyllis Mayer
Richard Mayer
Kathleen McCauley
Felicity McClenachan
Ashley McConnell
Dan McCormick and Barbara Linhard
Monica McKey 
Ellen McKnight
Lindy McLaren
Alejandra Mendieta-Bedolla
Tom Menzies
Matthew and Wendy Metzler
Peter Meyerhof
Priscilla Miles
Eric Moes and Oona McKnight
Marcella Moloshco
Gregg and Eileen Montgomery
Jose Morales
August Moretti
Kathleen Mugele

Janet Mumford
Anonymous
James and Gwen Neary
Margaret and Eric Neilsen
Ed and Ja'nny Nelson
Edith Newsome
Leslie Newton
Joanne Newton
Vicki Nightingale
Betsy Niles
Jack and Hope Nisson
Nancy Noleen
Donna Norrell
Jeanne Nourse
Pamella Olson
Linda Olson 
James Osborne and Donna Strand
Dan and Miriam Osborne
Joan Osterman
Carol Parisek
Laura Parker
Peter Parkinson
Leighton Parks
Erica Pascal
Lou Patterson
Gerald Pauly
Sara Penn
Lewis Perdue
Alec and Ann Peters
Anne Petersen
Christine Peterson
Steven and Linda Pickell
Anna and Will Pier
Lynda Sue Pinochi
Marjorie Pope
Marcus and Rebecca Porrino
Sharon Post
Peter Poullada and Nancy Sheppard
Doreen Proctor
Katherine Quick
Micaelia Randolph
Anonymous
Lynn Ravazzini
James and Linda Rawls
Jeanne Rayner
Curran Reichert
Christopher Reiger
Edward and Bobbie Remedios
Roger and Diana Rhoten



Isabel Wade
Mr. Peter Wahrhaftig
Walk with a Smile Foundation
Mike Wangbickler and Sandi Funke
Gwen and Larry Watson
Janet Wedekind
Rona Weintraub
Rich Whithall
Richard and Jane Wicklund
Corey and Tiffany Wing
Ruth Witchey
Christopher Wood and Barbara Payne-Wood
John and Betty Woodward
Dorit Yaffe and Suzanne Shimek 
Rand Yazzolino
Yvonne Norrbom
Jane Zimmerman
Matt and Patresa Zwerling
Carol Zychowski

John and Diana Riley
Emmanuel Romero
John Roney and Mary Jo Dale
Linda and Greg Rose
Steve and Colleen Rose
Donald Ryndak
Stuart Samuelson
San Francisco Ballet Orchestra
Karen Sanders
Sally Sands
Esther Schaut
Craig and Jessica Schorr
Richard and Amy Schuh
Lynda Schulte
Kathleen Schultz
Bryan and Patricia Sesser
Matt Sevenau
Bert Sheckler-Smith
Michael Sheffield
Lynn Sherard Stuhr
Lorna and Quinn Sheridan
Jennifer Shipston
Dick and Sharon Shlegeris
Kim Shockley
Gae Shulman
Mark and Maurine Solomonson
Sonoma Naturopathic Medicine
Sonoma Hills Retirement Community
Karl Sporer
David Stagg
April Starke
Deborah Steller
Diana and Hugh Stevenson
Stephanie Storms
Vivian Strand
Peter and Diane Swanhuyser
Katherine Szabo
Alexi and David Taylor
Jonathan Taylor
Len Tillem and Susan Fegan
Janet Tonkin
Katherine Twain
Pamela Valdes
April Valente and Patricia Coleman
Anonymous
Charles and Pam Vetrano
Tom Von Tersch and Meg Beeler
Peter Vorster
Deborah Votek

2019 Grant Funders
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
California State Parks Foundation 
City of Sonoma
Community Foundation
Delta Conservancy
Department of Water Resources
Eel River Watershed Improvement Group 
Fund for Ecology and Culture 
Goodman Foundation
Kimball Foundation 
Manitou Fund 
Marin Community Foundation
NOAA
Patagonia 
San Francisco Regional Water Board 
Sonoma Clean Power
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space
Sonoma County Permit Resource Management Department  
Sonoma County Water Agency
Sonoma County Watershed Protection
State Coastal Conservancy
Wildlife Conservation Board



2019 Volunteer of the Year

“Before I even moved to Sonoma full time, I was aware of the 
restoration work that the Sonoma Ecology Center does. After I 
moved here, not quite five years ago, I was looking around for 
an organization that engages with the community, the 
environment, and the land. The more that I worked with SEC, 
the more aspects of the community I realized they were 
embedded in. When I think of all the impacts that Sonoma 
Garden Park, the Watershed Protection Program, Sugarloaf 
Ridge State Park, and Sustainable Sonoma have on Sonoma 
Valley, it is awe-inspiring. All are projects I have worked on 
personally, and are only a fraction of what they do for Sonoma 
Valley. Sonoma Ecology Center frequently recognizes problems 
and addresses them before others are even aware of them. 
Things like how to engage the full spectrum of our community, 
how to protect our watershed for the benefit of all of us, how to 
gauge the impact of changes in our environment so that we can 
address them, how to engage a cross-section of our community 
and encourage them to work together, how to rebuild after a 
devastating loss, and so much more. It is not difficult to give back 
to Sonoma Valley, for providing all of us with such a magical 
setting to live in, through helping at Sonoma Ecology Center.”

We honored Nancy Evers Kirwan as the 2019 Volunteer of the Year for her 
contributions in many areas of Sonoma Ecology Center’s work. She volunteered 
over 1,000 hours coordinating the Emergency Watershed Protection Program in 
2017-18, co-authored the Sonoma Garden Park 10 Year Master Plan, advised 
Sustainable Sonoma, and is an active member of the Sonoma Garden Park Advisory 
Board and Leadership Circle. Thank you for all you do for this community. 

—Nancy Evers Kirwan, 2019 SEC Volunteer of the Year
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2019 Revenue Highlights We are honored to have 
received a Lasting 

Legacy Gift from 
Darlene Nye. 

Building a 
foundation of 

legacy supporters 
is vital to our

future, as it will provide 
the footing needed to 

grow and thrive for 
generations 

to come.

A special thanks to 
Patagonia for our 

2019 year end 
matching gift. 

Together we raised 
an additional 

$70,000 in support 
of Sonoma Valley’s 

ecological 
health.
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$519,974

$1,133,755
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and donations

$573,353

Program fees $519,974

Grants and

contracts

$1,133,755



2019 Statement of Financial Position
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019

PARKER BACON
Student Board Member

Student,
Santa Rosa Junior College

STEVE BARBOSE
Attorney, Retired

Sonoma Planning Commission

ANNA BIMENYIMANA
Business Owner

International Nonprofit Supporter

ED COLBY
Partner,

Quadrille Capital

MARK FLOCCO
Retired Business Owner

ELLIE INSLEY, MLA
Vice President, Secretary 

Landscape Architect
Natural Habitat Restoration Specialist

BERNIE KRAUSE, PhD
Founder, CEO, Wild Sanctuary

DAVID MORELL, PhD
President, CFO

CEO, 
Specialty Technical Consultants, Retired

Adjunct Professor, 
Mae Fah Luang University, Retired

Former Senior Director, 
USEPA, DC and San Francisco

NANCY PADIAN, PhD
Epidemiologist, 

UC Berkeley School of Public Health

JENNIFER PALLADINI, PhD
Faculty, 

Santa Rosa Junior College

BRECK PARKMAN
Senior State Archaeologist, Retired

California State Parks

 

- 3 - 

See Independent Accountant's Review Report

2019 2018

ASSETS
Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents 383,881$        222,757$        
Accounts receivable 317,589          341,852          
Prepaid expenses 37,056            36,475            

Total current assets 738,526          601,084          

Fixed assets:
Furniture and equipment 101,575          89,068            
Leasehold improvements 90,025            90,025            
Vehicles 61,061            61,060            

Subtotal 252,661          240,153          
Less accumulated depreciation (152,445)         (137,457)         

Net fixed assets 100,216          102,696          

Other assets:
Restricted investments 391,965          330,082          

Total assets 1,230,707$     1,033,862$     

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 113,233$        115,314$        
Deferred revenue 248,400          370,446          
Line of credit -                    84,472            

Total current liabilities 361,633          570,232          

Net assets:
Without donor restriction 395,602          54,132            
With donor restriction 473,472          409,498          

Total net assets 869,074          463,630          

Total liabilities and net assets 1,230,707$     1,033,862$     

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

DECEMBER 31, 2019
(With summarized comparative totals for December 31, 2018)

 
 

 

 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 
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Appleby Foundation
Teresa and Gerald Audesirk
Simon and Kimberly Blattner
Keith and Patty Bongiovanni
Virginia and Homer Boushey
Mark and Linda Brewer
Geraldine Brown
Katherine Bucklin
Mark Cederborg
Edward Colby

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019
2019 Statement of Activities
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Without donor With donor 2019 2018
restriction restriction Total Total

SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
Government contract revenue 1,133,755$    1,133,755$    1,301,091$    
Memberships and donations 569,554         3,799$        573,353         331,065         
In-kind donations 104               -             104               1,135             
Program fees 513,014         6,960          519,974         382,763         
Investment income (loss), net of fees 10                 71,959        71,969           (15,848)          
Gain (Loss) on disposal of assets 1                   -             1                   46,281           
Reimbursable income 270,851         -             270,851         358,569         
Other income 73,705           -             73,705           36,772           
Net assets released from restriction 18,744           (18,744)       -                -                
Cost of goods sold (40,989)          -             (40,989)          (21,498)          

Total support and revenue 2,538,749      63,974        2,602,723      2,441,828      

EXPENSES:
Program 1,677,160      1,677,160      1,411,890      
Management and general 349,423         349,423         849,005         
Fundraising 170,696         170,696         108,459         

Total expenses 2,197,279      2,197,279      2,369,354      

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 341,470         63,974        405,444         72,474           

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING 54,132           409,498      463,630         357,622         

NET ASSETS, ENDING 395,602$       473,472$    869,074$       463,630$       

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019
(With summarized comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 2018)

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 



Staff

RICHARD DALE 
Executive Director

RAYMOND BALTAR
Biochar Project Manager 
Sonoma Biochar Initiative Director

JUSTIN BEACH
Restoration Technician

JENNIFER BEARG 
Staff Accountant

CELINA BRIGGS 
Human Resources Specialist

STEVE CARARA
Sonoma Garden Park Manager

CAITLIN CORNWALL
Senior Project Manager
Sustainable Sonoma Director

JONNY EHLERS
Educator
Naturalist

JIM ELIAS 
Operations Director

JULIA MEGNA 
Education Project Manager

JASON MILLS
Restoration and Fire Ecologist 
Restoration Manager

IVANA NEDELCHEV
Volunteer Coordinator

TONY PASSANTINO
Education Program Manager

JOHN RONEY
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Manager

ALMA SHAW 
Sugarloaf Volunteer Coordinator
Bilingual Events Coordinator

MARCOS VALENTIN
Restoration Technician

TIFFANY WING
Development Director

KRISTI ZURAUSKAS
Interim Operations and Finance 
Manager

DON FRANCES
Communications

GARRETT GRADILLAS
Restoration Specialist
Crew Leader

WENDY HAYES
Research Project Manager

MINONA HEAVILAND
Environmental Planner

DEB HENNESSY
Staff Accountant

JACK HINES
GIS Specialist

KIM JONES 
Marketing
Sustainable Sonoma Coordinator

STEVEN LEE
Senior Scientist
Research Program Manager

DAN LEVITIS
Community Science Coordinator

“Throughout the years, an incredible network of scientists, educators, community organizers, and 
administrators has worked on behalf of Sonoma Valley through Sonoma Ecology Center. These 
incredible people have applied their expertise to building the organization’s deep knowledge of 
Sonoma Valley’s land, water, biodiversity, and community. Our staff is the driving force behind 
Sonoma Ecology Center's problem solving, actions and programs.”

—Richard Dale, Executive Director 
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Contact Us
Phone: (707) 996-0712

info@sonomaecologycenter.org

Mailing Address
Sonoma Ecology Center

P.O. Box 1486
Eldridge, CA 95431

Website
www.sonomaecologycenter.org

Follow us
@sonomaecologycenter          
@sonomaecologycenter          


