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After the October 2017 wildfires 
burned more than a quarter of 
Sonoma Valley, the time had come 
for our community to come together 
and harness our strength and spirit. 
Sonoma Ecology Center responded 
quickly, providing data to state and 
federal agencies, protecting the 
Sonoma Valley watershed from 
toxic ash and debris, guiding people 
through burned land so they could 
see and understand its recovery, and 
creating a framework for new ways 
of working together on the biggest 
challenges of our time.



From the 
Executive Director “It’s gratifying to see how time and time again, others decide that 

what we are doing is truly important, and join us. In our 28-year 
history, we have often found ourselves in a leadership role.”

― Richard Dale, Executive Director

 
Sonoma Ecology Center is what it is today because of the distinctive history, ecology and community of Sonoma 
Valley. As the needs of our Valley change, we change. Our team of scientists, educators, and resource professionals 
work to make a critical difference, even if it means building something new. It’s gratifying to see how time and time 
again, others decide that what we are doing is truly important, and join us. In our 28-year history, we have often 
found ourselves in a leadership role.
 
Soon after the October 2017 fires, our Emergency Watershed Protection Program marshaled more than 140 
volunteers to shore up burned properties and keep hazardous materials out of our streams. This work, and the 
systems we used to prioritize and mobilize the response, were borrowed by other communities also in need. 
 
We also helped our community to talk about the fires. We held forums with experts to share the best science and 
information available, with time to listen to each other. Our Fire Recovery Walks brought hundreds of people out 
onto burned landscapes to see and feel how the land recovers. Many told us they felt a profound sense of relief and 
healing by seeing the land healing all around them. 
 
These are examples of how Sonoma Ecology Center responds to new and unforeseen challenges. We believe this 
sort of agility, grounded in the local community, is essential to building a resilient future for Sonoma Valley.
 
We now know, with keen certainty, just how crucial it is for a community to be strong, alert and connected. And 
whatever the future may bring, this is how, working together, and being responsive, we’ll solve problems.

Richard Dale
Executive Director

What a year it’s been! Sonoma Valley has gone through a dramatic cycle–from 
our normal challenges, through a giant natural disaster and the start of recovery, 
to a new type of normal. This year, along with our community, we faced some of 
our biggest fears and challenges, and strived to respond with our greatest 
strengths. 
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Beautiful. Sustainable. Sonoma.
Sonoma Ecology Center works to address challenges related to open space, rural character, biodiversity, energy, and climate change, 
and strives for a better quality of life for all residents.

Since 1990, we’ve worked to increase appreciation and stewardship of Sonoma Valley’s natural heritage and create measurable 
benefits in areas of land, water, climate change, and biodiversity.

Mission
Our mission is to work with our community 
to identify and lead actions that achieve and 
sustain ecological health in Sonoma Valley.

Values
Biodiversity 
We value natural ecosystems and the diverse animals and plants they support. 
Sustainability
We seek multi-benefit solutions to the environmental, social, and economic challenges facing our community.
Evidence-Based Action
We monitor our work and the environment to continually improve our programs and inform local and regional 
decisions.
Education 
We have education programs for youth, teens, and adults to support an informed and empowered community.
Stewardship 
We engage community members as partners in our work.
Collaborative Problem Solving 
We strive to work with all stakeholders—including residents, government, agriculture, students, and businesses—to 
solve problems and build community.
Be the Change 
Act locally to replicate globally. We learn from others and create and share models, techniques, and tools that others 
can use.
Responsive
We are an alert and agile organization, recognizing and responding to the opportunities and needs of Sonoma Valley. 
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Vision
We envision a future where people, land, 
water, and wildlife thrive.



2018 HIGHLIGHTS...
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Our staff, volunteers and community came together to face the challenges that began with the October 2017 fires—evacuating residents from
their homes, containing burn sites throughout Sonoma Valley to protect our watershed, reopening Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, educating the public, 
schoolchildren and local government on fire ecology and recovery, and guiding our community through burned landscapes to see how they, like us, are recovering.

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park

Emergency Watershed Protection Program

Sonoma Garden Park

Sustainable Sonoma

How we engaged volunteers, landowners and public 
agencies to strategically protect Sonoma Valley streams 
and public health.

The mobilization of volunteers and Team Sugarloaf to 
reopen our local state park after 80% of it burned in the 
Nuns fire. See also, Fire Recovery Walks. 

The Master Plan Update for the 6.1 acre public park, 
demonstration garden and educational facility we 
manage. 

  K-12 Watershed Education Program
The impact of our hands-on science program and 
summer camps and launch of Climate Champions. See 
also, Senderos Naturales.

How over 30 interest groups in Sonoma Valley are working 
on solutions to our biggest problems. 

.........p. 4

.........p. 6

.........p. 8

.........p. 9

.........p. 10

Sonoma Developmental Center
Our stake in the future of this 135-year-old, 860-acre 
facility that affects our land, economy and community.  

.........p. 11
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Emergency Watershed Protection Program
After wildfire swept through the North Bay, burning more 
than 28% of Sonoma Valley, Sonoma Ecology Center 
recognized a new problem: toxic ash and debris from 
burned structures could wash into nearby waterways, 
contaminating the Valley’s wildlife and groundwater with 
asbestos, nitrates, sulfates and other pollutants. And the 
rainy season was right around the corner.

Sonoma Ecology Center responded quickly, designing and 
implementing its Emergency Watershed Protection 
Program to shore up burned structures. GIS Manager Alex 
Young used data from CalFire to build maps showing 
priority locations for us to work on—those properties with 
burned structures within 100, 200, and 300 feet of 
waterways. From there, Alex explained, “I extracted parcel 
number and address information and created a list of 
potential landowners for us to contact to offer our services. 
We prioritized those properties closest to the creeks for the 
most immediate response.”

Meanwhile, Nancy Kirwan, herself a volunteer, took charge 
of contacting landowners and securing permission to work 
on their burned properties. She organized dozens of 
volunteers from the Valley and beyond, who reported to 
sites, picked up shovels and helped us surround burned 
structures with sandbags and straw wattles, keeping their 
toxins in place until cleanup crews could arrive.

Supported by knowledge gained by our Research Team and 
the expertise of our Restoration Team, we will continue to 
create projects that improve the health of the Sonoma 
Valley watershed—repopulating streambanks with native 
plants grown at Sonoma Garden Park, improving fish 
habitats and migration routes, organizing creek clean-ups, 
and helping local governments and landowners make 
environmentally informed decisions. 

“Sonoma Ecology Center was the first group in the area 
to use a webmap for tracking fire recovery progress and 
the Sonoma County Recovery Operations Center 
incorporated the data that I sent them into their own 
tracking system, using it to track work being done by 
other groups in Sonoma County.”

― Alex Young, GIS Manager
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Sonoma Creek Watershed

2017 Fires (Sonoma Valley)

Nuns and Hwy 37 Fires ( Extent)

Sonoma Valley Fires 
October  2017

Data Sources: Sonoma County GIS LNU Complex Fire Perimeter 10-17-2017. Esri, Sonoma Ecology Center 08/24/2018

S a n  P a b l o  B a y

Sonoma Ecology Center Emergency Watershed Protection Program

Map of the burned structures along Sonoma Creek addressed by the 
Emergency Watershed Protection Program and areas impacted by the 
October 2017 Sonoma Valley fires.
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work parties, tech support, interface with government and other agencies and materials. I was thrilled to learn 
that our efforts ensured that, among other things, 80% of the burned structures within 200 feet of a Sonoma Valley 
watershed were protected.” 

“After the October 2017 fires, Sonoma Ecology Center saw an immediate need to 
protect the Sonoma Creek watershed and realized that government resources were 
stretched thin and directed elsewhere. So they created a plan to take on the project 
themselves with the generosity of volunteers. 

“I agreed to coordinate that effort and to reach out to Sonoma Valley landowners to 
obtain their permission allowing SEC to contain contaminants at the burn sites until 
they could be cleared. Reaching landowners proved the largest hurdle as we had 
many willing volunteers. SEC staff provided oversight of mapping, documentation, 

― Nancy Evers Kirwan, Volunteer

Nancy Evers Kirwan volunteered over 1,000 hours 
coordinating the Emergency Watershed Protection Program

249 
burned structures

contained

141
properties

80%
of burned structures

within 200 feet of streams
contained

1,944
volunteer

hours
1,158

sandbags laid

volunteerism

985
wattles
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Sugarloaf Ridge State Park

Sustainable Sonoma

Since taking over the operation of Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park in 2012, Sonoma Ecology Center has led Team 
Sugarloaf to preserve this beloved park and its wildlife, 
while making sure it remains open and accessible to all.

On the night of October 8, 2017, the Nuns Fire sparked 
and grew quickly, fanned by high winds, and threatened 
the lives of people camping and nearby residents. Park 
Manager John Roney evacuated all campers and many 
nearby residents with a few other staff members. 

They undoubtedly saved lives that night. For his heroism, 
John received the Grassroots Champion Award from the 
California State Parks Foundation and was recognized by 
Senators Mike McGuire and Bill Dodd with a resolution 
presented on the floor of the California State Senate.

John Roney led the evacuation of  45 campers 
on October 8, 2017 

heroism

The Nuns Fire burned over 80% of Sugarloaf, causing a 
four-month closure and over $500,000 in damage to the 
park’s trails, bridges, campgrounds, and structures. 
Sonoma Ecology Center dedicated overhead funds to park 
operations during the closure.  

Thanks to thousands of volunteer hours spent rebuilding 
trails, bridges and other damaged infrastructure, less than 
a year after the fires began, Sugarloaf Ridge State Park is 
completely open to the public. The last section of closed 
trail reopened in September 2018. 

Because of volunteers and the sourcing of reclaimed 
materials, less than $100,000 has been spent on recovery 
to date. This incredible achievement was made possible 
by our volunteer community. We remain enormously 
grateful to them, and to the generous donors who 
continue to contribute resources. 

“After reopening, Sugarloaf became a place of healing. Seeing the land heal has been 
inspiring. The charred hillsides became covered with wildflowers, and new sprouts 
appeared on the oaks, madrones and other fire-adapted plants of this region. It was 
important to get people in and help them heal with the land. Getting back to this year’s 
packed schedule of guided hikes and events has been really special.”

― John Roney, Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Manager



& 7,510
volunteer

hours
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3,800 ACRES
closed due to 

fire damage

3,800 ACRES
reopened
in 2017-18

20
miles of trails
cleared

100
guided

hikes

Fire Recovery Walks
A popular series of Fire Recovery Walks—guided 
hikes through burned regions—served as an 
important means of demonstrating nature’s 
healing powers to a concerned public. 

Initially, funds from our Sonoma Valley Fires 
Ecological Relief Fund allowed us to offer these 
walks free of charge. The walks were then 
sponsored by a generous local resident, Jim Lamb.

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Impact & Recovery 2017 Stats...

1,112 
participants

61
Fire Recovery 
Walks Led

5
locations

13
field trips 
for 5th and 6th
grade classes

390
students

2
miles of trails
rebuilt

6
bridges and
puncheons
rebuilt

138,000
visitors

Keen PropertySugarloaf Ridge State Park

2
bilingual

walks

20,456
campers

Sonoma Developmental Center



After wildfire swept through the North Bay, burning more 
than 28% of Sonoma Valley, Sonoma Ecology Center 
recognized a new problem: toxic ash and debris from 
burned structures could wash into nearby waterways, 
contaminating the Valley’s wildlife and groundwater with 
asbestos, nitrates, sulfates and other pollutants. And the 
rainy season was right around the corner.

Sonoma Ecology Center responded quickly, designing and 
implementing its Emergency Watershed Protection 
Program to shore up burned structures. GIS Manager Alex 
Young used data from CalFire to build maps showing 
priority locations for us to work on—those properties with 
burned structures within 100, 200, and 300 feet of 
waterways. From there, Alex explained, “I extracted parcel 
number and address information and created a list of 
potential landowners for us to contact to offer our services. 
We prioritized those properties closest to the creeks for the 
most immediate response.”

Meanwhile, Nancy Kirwan, herself a volunteer, took charge 
of contacting landowners and securing permission to work 
on their burned properties. She organized dozens of 
volunteers from the Valley and beyond, who reported to 
sites, picked up shovels and helped us surround burned 
structures with sandbags and straw wattles, keeping their 
toxins in place until cleanup crews could arrive.

Supported by knowledge gained by our Research Team and 
the expertise of our Restoration Team, we will continue to 
create projects that improve the health of the Sonoma 
Valley watershed—repopulating streambanks with native 
plants grown at Sonoma Garden Park, improving fish 
habitats and migration routes, organizing creek clean-ups, 
and helping local governments and landowners make 
environmentally informed decisions. 

NEW 6TH GRADE PROGRAM—CLIMATE CHAMPIONS

K-12 Watershed Education Program

Senderos Naturales 

1,162 students
served 2017-2018 school year

20 EnviroLeaders 

10 K-6 schools 

4 high schools

Adele Harrison, 
Crescent Montessori, 

Dunbar, El Verano, Flowery, 
Kenwood, Presentation, 

Prestwood, Sassarini,  
St. Francis Solano 

Creekside High School, 
Hanna Boys Center, 

Sonoma Valley High School, 
Sonoma Academy

“The fires readjusted our focus and gave us an 
opportunity to explore climate impacts through a deeply 
relevant local context. We’re grateful to be able to use 
this moment to create positive learning experiences for 
these students.”

6 Summer Science
Camps

at Summer Science Camps

in Sonoma Valley

completed the EnviroLeader
program

highlight

― Holland Gistelli, Educator

“A highlight this year was the Latino Family Camp, 
an outdoor gathering at Sugarloaf attended by over 
70 people, most of them first-time visitors to Sugarloaf 
and many first-time campers.”

Our Education team coordinated with teachers from Adele Harrison Middle 
School and Kenwood School to pilot the Climate Champions program. This 
new program consists of in-class lessons and a field trip to Sugarloaf Ridge 
State Park. It provides students with the opportunity to dive into the science 
of climate change, its implications for our community, and solutions they can 
be a part of. Students learn through hands-on investigations, role-playing 
games, stories, and stewardship. 

135 participants

including backpacking, creek
and Harry Potter camps

15 bilingual outings
between August 2017 and 

July 2018, reaching 260 
Spanish-speaking individuals

14 scholarships
for Summer Science Campers

― Alana Fichman, Bilingual Educator

Senderos Naturales is a collaboration between 
Sonoma Ecology Center and the Family Resource 
Center of El Verano, designed to make Sonoma 
Valley’s outdoors more accessible to the Latino 
community. All events are free, family friendly 
and transporation is provided for everyone. 

65 more participants
than in 2016, increasing 

access for Spanish 
families by 63%
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Sonoma Garden Park 
Sonoma Garden Park is a public 6.1 acre garden located at 19996 
7th Street East, donated to the City of Sonoma in 1977 by Pauline Bond. 
In 1993, Sonoma Ecology Center developed a demonstration farm and 
garden, where Sonoma Valley visitors and residents can experience 
local organic foods and cultivate an awareness of small-scale food 
production.

10 YEAR MASTER PLAN UPDATE

The Sonoma Garden Park Master Plan was initially written in 2006 to 
aid the Sonoma Garden Park’s service to the community as a key 
landmark and educational resource. Since then, Sonoma Garden Park 
has grown in visitor usage and expanded its educational and gardening 
programs. This has given rise to a need for upgrades and changes in 
park facilities. The 2018 Master Plan Update

1977

2006

2018-2028
focuses on...

Visitor and educational facilities
Access and circulation
Garden and farm features
Property management and maintenance

Sonoma Garden Park provides an opportunity to 
connect with the natural world that sustains us. At 
the core of all Sonoma Garden Park programs is 
learning about our reciprocal relationships with the 
natural world, and with each other.

K-6 Education Saturday Harvest Markets Workshops
a glimpse

9
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Sustainable Sonoma

October 2017
Sustainable Sonoma Council forms

April-September 2018
Listening sessions series

Sustainable Sonoma is a forum where a diverse group of people―representing 
business, environment, social justice, nonprofits―are taking action on solutions 
to our community’s biggest challenges. 

Reflecting on Sonoma Ecology Center’s 25th year anniversary, we realized that 
the only way to achieve our mission of ecological health in Sonoma Valley is for 
the whole communty to get behind this vision. We saw the need for a coalition 
strong enough to create systemic change. 

Just weeks after the October 2017 fires, we convened a group of 30 community 
leaders across the broadest range of interests in Sonoma Valley to form the 
Sustainable Sonoma Council. This new coalition is commited to working together 
around issues like emergency response, affordability and equity―challenges no 
one organization can solve on its own, but affect all of us.  

Over 30 interest groups have now 
met 6 timess in preparation for 

unprecedented collaboration  

Sonoma Valley residents have 
given over 1,000 statements 
on the future they want for 

Sonoma Valley 

The Sustainable Sonoma Council finds 
its “highest common denominators,” 

the most ambitious challenges that 
they agree will bring benefits across 

the whole community. 

October 2018
Sustainable Sonoma Council 

begins to prioritize shared 
goals & values

“It takes everyone pushing in the same direction for change to 
happen.This initiative is a foundation for this push.” 

“We are excited to participate in Sustainable Sonoma and 
supportive of the vision to tackle some of our larger social and 
environmental challenges through collaboration.”

“As Sustainable Valley recovers from the October fires, we 
need to think big and incorporate a variety of perspectives 
to ensure success. Instead of solving one problem while 
inadvertently creating another, we need to find broad 
solutions that will benefit everyone. I’m incredibly 
supportive of Sustainable Sonoma, and grateful to them 
for bringing diverse stakeholders together through 
cooperation.” 

“I believe in the work that Sustainable Sonoma is 
working towards as not only our community but many 
communities around the country strive to strike a balance. 
If we work together we can find the ways to move 
forward in our city.”

—Melanie Parker, Deputy Director, Sonoma County Regional Parks

– Juan Hernandez, Executive Director, La Luz Center

– Gary Saperstein, Out in the Vineyard CEO and Co-Founder

– Susan Gorin, District 1 Supervisor

testimonials 



It is no small thing to close a 135-year-old, 860-acre 
facility. The closure of Sonoma Developmental Center 
is a complex, multi-layered process with many 
stakeholders.

Sonoma Ecology Center has taken a keen interest in 
this process. The majority of this land is critical 
Sonoma Valley open space, with vital habitat, water, 
and wildlife resources, which it is our mission to 
protect and preserve. It is also a place where health, 
social justice, economic, and environmental issues 
intersect. It has also been the location of our head 
offices for the past two decades.

For these reasons, Sonoma Ecology Center has been 
closely involved in discussions about  SDC’s future,
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Sonoma Developmental Center

ensuring engagement across sectors and pushing for a large area of contiguous open space from Sonoma Mountain to 
Lake Suttonfield and Highway 12―land that can and should enhance the Sonoma Valley Wildlife Corridor―to remain 
fully protected.  

For these reasons, Sonoma Ecology Center has been closely involved in discussions about SDC’s future, ensuring 
engagement across sectors and pushing for a large area of contiguous open space from Sonoma Mountain to Lake 
Suttonfield and Highway 12―land that can and should enhance the Sonoma Valley Wildlife Corridor―to remain fully 
protected. We provided our partners at Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District with 
background data and text for a natural resources assessment of the property in 2015, and worked with Ag and Open 
Space, Sonoma Land Trust and other partners on a land protection strategy to help guide decisions about the property 
during its closure and transition afterward.

Our Executive Director Richard Dale has been on the leadership committee of the SDC Coalition, headed by Sonoma 
County Supervisor Susan Gorin, since its formation. A compelling current topic for the Coalition is the design of a 
governance structure for the property―one that could take the community’s wishes for the property to fruition 
through the next California administration.

SDC’s final fate is not yet decided. Rest assured we will continue advocating for wise uses of its developed land and 
conservation of its undeveloped land. If we do this well, the community will eventually see a revitalized central area 
serving important community needs, and the diverse array of plants and animals that rely on this land will continue to 
grow and thrive.



12

LOOKING FORWARD
2019
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“Resilience” is rightfully a popular word right now. We all feel the need to assure 
ourselves that we can recover from crises like last October’s fires and its many impacts. 
But to merely return to a pre-crisis state isn’t a worthy goal, if the pre-crisis condition 
was already problematic. A worthy goal is an affirmative goal: thriving people, part of 
a thriving culture, living in a thriving environment. This is the affirmative future we 
work toward at Sonoma Ecology Center, always finding new and relevant ways to 
connect people to each other and to this beautiful Valley.

In 2019, we plan to see Sustainable Sonoma bear fruit in unprecedented partnerships 
across community interest groups, see new agreements struck about the future of SDC, 
and to help a new crop of hundreds of children and teens learn how to love their 
Sonoma Valley. And so much more.

Please join us in reaching beyond resilience.



THANK YOU TO OUR 
2017 SUPPORTERS
Acknowledging donations between January 1, 2017 and December 31, 2017 

$100 - $499

Mary Evelyn Arnold
Russ and Peggy Bair
Marc Benson
Brad Evans
Geraldine Brown
Dave and Joan Chalk
Cherie Green
Bill and Joyce Cox
Connie and Yves DeBalmann
Diane Parish and Paul Gelburd
Patricia Donchin
Irene Ehret
Whitney and Jeanette Evans
Mark Feichtmeir
James Fontanilla
Mary Good
Ray Gallian

Individuals

$20,000 - $49,000
Anonymous (1) 

$1,000 - $4,999
Ann Iverson
Virginia Bertelsen
Homer and Virginia T. Boushey
Mark and Linda Brewer
Gaynor Brown
Kate Bucklin
Katherine and Tom Culligan
Dixie van der Kamp
Howard Dunaier and Elizabeth Dunaier-Stelluto
Barrie Eddy
Robert and Michele Friend
Gaia Fund
Maud Hallin
Donna Halow
Katharine Fulton and Katherine Kunst
Warren R. Lyons
Margaret and Arthur Grandy

$5,000-$9,999
Tom and Jamel Perkins
Mike and Mary Schuh
Dr. Jerome and Alice Solomon

$500-$999

 

For a complete list, please visit
www.sonomaecologycenter.org/supporters2017
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VOLUNTEER HOURS
2017:  14,000+
2016: 10,000+

Senderos Naturales is a collaboration between 
Sonoma Ecology Center and the Family Resource 
Center of El Verano, designed to make Sonoma 
Valley’s outdoors more accessible to the Latino 
community. All events are free, family friendly 
and transporation is provided for everyone. 

$50,000+
Anonymous (1) 

George McKinney
Margaret and Arthur Grandy
George McKinney
Donna Medeiros
Laurence Meyer
Nina and Steven Moore
Eric Norrbom
Roger Peters and Stephanie Moulton-Peters
Dave and Nancy Roche
Barbara Sachs Senn
Preston Sitterly
Christopher and Sheri Starr
David and Vicki Stollmeyer
Ted Eliot
Ellen Wagner and Anne Derryberry
Mike Benziger
William and Joyce Tipton-Cox
 

$10,000 - $19,000
Michael and Mary Ann Hasenstab
Mac and Leslie McQuown

Joseph and Susan Gorin
Bruce and Lesli Hartsough
William G. Hayward
Maggie Kaplan
Paul Kenny and Nancy Wever
Bernie and Kat Krause
Krystin Rubin and Karen Heisler
Ananth Madhavan
Reed Maidenberg
Willa and Ned Mundell
Domenic and Birgitta Paino
Will and Anna Pier 
Roger and Fiona Prichard
Timothy Rodrigues
Vanessa and Rand Rognlien
Ron and Sandy Dodge
Amy and Richard Schuh
Jean Schulz
Michael Scribner
Brian Sebastian and Richard Mabe 
Bryan J Sesser
John and Elizabeth Sheela
Margaret Spaulding
Toby and Diane Taylor
Kevin Michael Walker
Diane Parrish and Paul Gelburd-Parrish
Lida and David Morgenstein
Kathleen Lukefahr-Jewell

Antonia Adezio
Peter and Adrienne Alcantara
Bonnie Alexander and Ross Sierck 
Lawrence Allan
Jeffrey Altergott and Joseph Palese, Jr.
Paul Amara and Yong Q Liu
Betty Andrews



Robert Anschicks
Chester and Frances Arnold
Barbara Dalderis
Bonnie and Mark Barnes
Michael Barnett
Helen Bates
Meg Beeler and Tom Von Tersch 
Rachel Bell
Barbara Benson
Richard Berry
Simon and Kimberly Blattner
Mike and Susan Bobbitt
Karen Boness
Mark Bramfitt
Mary Jane Brier
Ilene Briggin
Tanya Brunner and David Landau
Janet Bruno and David Morell
Edward Bucklin 
Will Bucklin
Stephen Buffy
Edward Cale
Steve and Susan Carara
Darrell and Mary Kate Carter
W.A. Clegg
Margaret Clary
Patricia Coleman
Allison Conrad
Randall Cook
Barbara Cooper
David and Jennifer Cooper
Marilyn Cooper
Ruth Cooper
John and Christy Coulston
Mary Ann and Richard Cuneo
Kirsten and Edwin Cutler
Theodore Cutler
Daniel Dinaburg, MD and Jean Star Wald
Eleanor Decker
Laurie Decker and Chuck Abshear 
Dick and Sharon Shlegeris
Kelly Dillman
Deanne DiPietro and Peter Bacot
Susanne Dunaway
Patrick and Elise Dwyer
April Eberhardt
Chris and Carol Elms
T. Raymond Evans
Dean Ezaki
Paul Falk
Mark and Jean Farmer
Mary and Paul Favaro 
Linda and Gary Felt

Colleen Ferguson
Ginny Fifield
Elfi Fliess
Wendell Freeman
Anne French
Donald and Janie Friend
Anina Fuller
Gail Ellestad
Gemma and Cutler Gallovich
Elizabeth and Johnson Gawson
Gerald Hiatt
Terry and Charles Gast
Robert Gleeson
Daniel Gluesenkamp
Anne Goldmann
Carolyn Greene
Rhonda Guaraglia
John and Phyllis Gurney
Kathleen A. Haas
Beth Hadley
Caitlin Hansen
Eric and Janet Hansen
Marie Hansen
Carole Harbard
Beth Harper
Charesa Harper
Sally Hayward 
Carrie Healy
Linda Herbert
Gisela D Hewitt
Kelly and Randolph Hicks
Steven and Troy Hightower
Vicki Hill
Darla and Jackson Hillard
Milton and Bette Holloway
Jean Hopeman Chambers
Alice and Sanford Horowitz 
Steven Horowitz
David Hough
Gretchen and Chris Howard
Mark and Alper Hummel
Shannon and Shelly Hutchinson
Sharon and Jim Jackson
ML Jacobsen
Dr. Michelle and James Artale
Jay and Becky Jasperse
Erik Jensen
James and Shannan Johnson
Susan and Stafford Keegin
Christina Kennedy and Dominic Gates 
Debra King
Nancy and Kyle Kirwan
Kelly Kohrs

Lisa Kotin
Patti and Martin Kozlovsky
Bill and Beth Krumbein
Anne Kuschner
Steve and Holly Kyle
Terry and Karen Larson
Laureen Novak and Jay Hallberg
Stephen and Maribelle Leavitt
Jackie Lehmer
Sandy Leonard
Alice Liddell
Carol and Leonard Lieberman
Nancy Lilly
Barbara Linhard and Dan McCormick 
Karen Lombardo
Jim and Sharon Lynch
Mary Mackay and Thomas Wilson 
Emily Marks
Mary Ford and Francine Morrissette
Mary Ward
Nancy Mavis
Glenn and Elliott McCrea
Josie and Bill McGann
Timothy McGee and Julie Shoffner 
Monica McKey
Jeffrey and Cameron McKinley
Tom Menzies
Matthew and Wendy Metzler
Ralph Metzner
David Smyton and Michael Hansen
Linda Milks
Marcella Moloshco
James and Gwen Neary
Carole and Bob Nicholas
Byron Nichols 
Ken and Betsy Niles
Jack and Hope Nisson
Pamella Olson
Peter and Janet Osborne
Kevin Padian
Carol Parisek
Leighton Parks
Mary Elizabeth Parsons
Lou Patterson
Rosemarie and Ben Pedranzini 
Peter and Maggie Haywood 
Mark and Tia Pierce
Pyskaty Household  
Micaelia Randolph
Joshua and Amy Rassen
Lynn Ravazzini
Diana and Roger Rhoten
Eileen Rich and Francesco Pharo 
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Business Supporters

All Business Documents
Anderson's Tree Service
Berger Concrete, Inc.
Jean Beshe
Caffe Citti
Cassidy Ranch
ESRI Software Company
Fairmont Mission Inn
Grindstone Bakery
Hanford A.R.C
Henhouse Brewery
Homegrown Bagels
Landmark Winery
The Lodge at Sonoma
Henry Martinson
Moore Recycling
Ordaz Family Wines
Sonoma Market
St. Francis Winery
Sustainable Materials Management of CA

Foundations and Nonprofits

The Angora Ridge Foundation
Appleby 
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
California Naturalist
Campbell Foundation
Community Foundation Sonoma County
Dick Drose Fund
Eans Family Trust
Edwin and Joann Nelson
Erickson Family Charitable Foundation
Flocco Foundation
Friends of Mt. Tam
The Heck Foundation
Jewish Community Federation
Kakatu Foundation
Kimball Foundation
Lennox Foundation
Marin County Community Foundation
Michelle and Robert Friend Foundation
Patagonia
PG&E 
Purdom Family Fund
Redwood Forest Foundation
Resnick Family Foundation
Rose Foundation
Rotary Club of Glen-Ellen-Kenwood
Seattle Foundation
Sonoma Land Trust
Sonoma Valley Vintner's and Growers Alliance
Speedway Children's Charities
Stone Edge Farm 
Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation
Washington Square Health Foundation Inc. 
Wine and Grape Growers Alliance
The Wonderful Company Foundation, Inc. (Project Wonderful-Landmark)

City of Sonoma
California Department of Fish and Wildlife  
California Invasive Plant Council
California Water Board – San Francisco Region
California Wildlife Conservation Board   
Delta Conservancy
Department of Water Resources
NOAA Fisheries  
Sonoma County Advertising Fund  
Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department  
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District  
Sonoma County Regional Parks  
Sonoma County Water Agency   
 
   
 

Eileen Rich and Francesco Pharo
Mayberry Robert
Melissa Roberts
Gregory and Linda Rose
Salamone Household
Diana Sanson and Ben Compton 
Charles Schultz
Judy Scotchmoor and Roland Gangloff 
Catherine Sevenau
Alma Shaw
Linda Sheppard
Marc and Betta Snyder
Holly Sorkin
Edwin Spear
David Stagg
Kat Stephens
Andrew and Jamie Storck
Stephanie Storms
David S. Taylor
Lauren and Troy Taylor
Anne Teller
Craig Tracy
Deborah Votek
Isabel Wade
David Warner
Suzanne Weakley
Amy and Franklin White
Jane Wicklund
Bill Willers and Carol Marcus 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
PUBLIC FUNDERS



2017 REVENUE AND EXPENSES

Foundation Grants 
8%

16

2017 Budget Expenses by Program

2017 Budget Revenue by Source

Foundation Grants
13%

Foundation Grants
13%

Public Grants and 
Contracts

34%

Program Fees
37%

Development
16%

Sugarloaf Ridge 
State Park

29%

Administration
18%

Sonoma 
Garden Park

4% Education
8%

Research
11%

Restoration
24%

Development
6%



Board of Directors
David Morell, PhD

President

Ellie Insley, 
Vice President, 

Secretary

Parker Bacon

Ed Colby
 

Bernie Krause, PhD

Nancy Padian, PhD

Breck Parkman

 

  
 

Environmental Compliance Consultant, 
Professor

Landscape Architect

Student Adjunct Board Member

Business Development Executive 

Founder, Wild Sanctuary

University of California, Berkeley
Public Health

Senior Archaeologist (Ret.), California State Parks

WHO WE ARE
Richard Dale

Executive Director

Sorrel Allen
Volunteer Coordinator

Raymond Baltar
Sonoma Biochar Initiative

Celina Briggs
Human Resources Specialist

Steve Carara
Sonoma Garden Park

     Garden Coordinator 

Caitlin Cornwall
Research Program Manager

Alana Fichman
Bilingual Educator

Dan Foley
Restoration Technician

Don Frances
Communications Manager

Holland Gistelli
Educator

Bruce Hall
Restoration Project Lead

Minona Heaviland
Planner and Grant Development

Manager

Deb Hennessy
Bookkeeper

Tina Howard
Operations Director

Kim Jones
Development Manager

Sustainable Sonoma Coordinator

Garland Lamb
Director of Development

Steven Lee
Senior Scientist

Contact Us
Phone: (707) 996-0712

Fax: (707) 996-2452
info@sonomaecologycenter.org

Mailing Address
Sonoma Ecology Center

P.O. Box 1486
Eldridge, CA 95431

Shipping Address
Sonoma Ecology Center

15000 Arnold Drive
Creekside Complex
Eldridge, CA 95431

“This year, I’ve been most excited to 
see the scope of partners coming 
together through Sustainable 
Sonoma. It offers unparalleled 
opportunity for the wide range of 
local organizations , cooperating 
together in pursuit of common 
objectives, to ensure that Sonoma 
Valley’s unique character is 
retained for all of its residents and 
visitors to enjoy into the foreseeable 
future.”

Jason Mills
Restoration Program Manager

David Morgan
Restoration Technician II

Tony Passantino
Educator

Melissa Roberts
Assistant Park Manager, 

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park
Watershed Science Technician

John Roney
 Park Manager, Sugarloaf Ridge State Park

John Taylor
Restoration Specialist

Patrick Willis
Restoration Technician

Alex Young
GIS Manager

Kristi Zuraukas
Bookkeeper, Sugarloaf Ridge State Park

― David Morell, PhD, President

Staff
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