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We envision a future where 
people, land, water, and 
wildlife thrive.

Our work is done on the 
traditional lands of the 
Wappo, Pomo and Miwok 
peoples, who have stewarded 
this land for generations. 

Sonoma Ecology Center works to 
address challenges related to open 
space, rural character, biodiversity, 
energy, and climate change, and 
strives for a better quality of life for all 
residents.

Since 1990, we’ve worked to increase 
people’s appreciation and stewardship 
of Sonoma Valley’s natural heritage 
and created measurable benefits in 
areas of land, water, climate change, 
and biodiversity.

Our mission is to work 
with our community to 
identify and lead actions that 
achieve and sustain ecological 
health in Sonoma Valley.



Ecological Foundations
We value ecosystems, and the 
biodiversity and human systems 
they support. We are inspired by 
the beauty of Sonoma Valley. We 
work to protect and restore native 
species and habitats of our region 
for future generations.

Science
Watershed management actions 
should be informed by science and 
local empirical data. We conduct 
environmental monitoring to 
inform local and regional decisions. 
Adaptive management improves 
our effectiveness over time.

Sustainability
Economic vitality rests on a 
foundation of social well-being, 
which in turn rests on a foundation 
of ecological health. We seek 
multi-benefit solutions to the 
environmental, social, and 
economic challenges facing our 
community.

Lead by Example
We learn from others, and create 
and share models, techniques, and 
tools that others can use. 

Education
Sharing science-based information 
equips people to make the best 
decisions for themselves and the earth. 
We provide education programs for 
youth, teens, and adults to support an 
informed and empowered community. 

Collaborate
Most problems have common-ground 
solutions that can be discovered 
through open discussion and 
innovation. We strive to work with all 
stakeholders—including residents, 
government, agriculture, academia, 
and business—to help solve our 
community’s complex problems.

Respond to Change
We are an alert and agile organization, 
recognizing and responding to the 
evolving opportunities and needs of 
Sonoma Valley and the world beyond.

Stewardship
Every action counts. Individual 
participation is essential to protect and 
restore our natural resources. We 
engage community members and other 
organizations as partners in our work.

 

We embrace and practice the following values 
in order to achieve our mission...
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“In this era of change, 
thereʼs never been a more 
important time for Sonoma 
Ecology Center, with our 32 
years of experience helping 
our community take care of 
its ecological foundations.”

— Richard Dale, Executive Director



Richard Dale, 
Executive Director

And we continue to lead our 
community in cross-sector 
collaboration, a healthy 
counterpoint to the divisions of 
these times, bringing multiple 
interests together to find and act on 
common ground issues that will 
help our community toward a more 
sustainable future.  

And most importantly, we work 
with you. Our amazing board, staff, 
and volunteers count on thousands 
of actions by people whose lives 
touch our Valley and region, to 
help make it the special place on 
earth that it is. We couldn’t do our 
important work without you.

Thank you for being part of the 
change that makes a difference. 

This is a time of profound change 
in our world, and more than ever 
it seems that places like Sonoma 
Valley, and organizations like 
Sonoma Ecology Center, find 
ourselves, like it or not, in the 
midst of these often-unsettling 
changes.  

In this era of change, there’s 
never been a more important 
time for Sonoma Ecology Center, 
with our 32 years of experience 
helping our community take care 
of its ecological foundations. 

Here are some of the actions we 
are taking, as our team of 
scientists, land managers, 
restorationists, and educators do 
their work every day. 

We’re in the schools, adapting to 
the pandemic and to institutional 
changes that have left thousands 
of students, educators, and 
families with high levels of stress, 
always finding new ways to 
provide quality environmental 
science education for students of 
all ages. 

We’re connecting people to 
nature, in the parks, gardens, and
preserves we manage, on outings, 
as volunteers, and virtually in our
communications, knowing that   

these connections are the 
foundation for healthy bodies, 
resilient communities, and a 
healthy world. 

We’re watching the natural world, 
monitoring our waterways and 
biodiversity, looking at trends, and 
bringing better data and analysis to 
our work and our communities so 
we can make more informed 
choices. 

We’re out on the land, creating 
model projects that restore 
degraded places, and helping 
homeowners and land managers 
improve landscapes to reduce fire 
risk and enhance biodiversity, 
reduce erosion, and increase 
groundwater recharge. 

We’re also helping land managers 
and farmers discover new ways to 
turn waste into biochar, a 
regenerative, beneficial soil 
amendment that sequesters carbon 
and helps us move toward being a 
carbon neutral community.

We’re deeply engaged with the 
former Sonoma Developmental 
Center campus and its surrounding 
lands, ensuring that new plans and 
new development there will 
support nature, our community, 
and our collective future. 
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In 2021, we led 195 guided hikes throughout Sonoma Valley, 
including 75 forest therapy hikes, 42 hikes for fitness, and 67 yoga 
hikes at Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, 5 wildflower walks at Van 
Hoosear Wildflower Preserve, 4 outings at Sonoma Garden Park, 
and 2 outings at Saddle Mountain Open Space Preserve.

195 guided & educational
hikes throughout

Sonoma Valley.

 10,327 volunteer hours 
& Glass Fire recovery 

completed at Sugarloaf 
Ridge State Park.

Thanks to our dedicated volunteers, we finished most of the fire 
repairs needed after the 2020 Glass Fire on the 75% of the park that 
burned, and reopened the McCormick Addition and Goodspeed Trail. 

165,000 people visited
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park.

2021 was one of Sugarloaf Ridge State Park’s busiest years ever, with 
over 165,000 visitors and more campers than ever before, including 
41 first-time campers in our Senderos Naturales program.

Increased ADA access trails,
campsites and events at

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park.

We launched a limited mobility hiking program and promoted 
access to Sugarloaf Ridge State Park for people of many different 
physical abilities.

“Sonoma Ecology Center scaled up operations at Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park and Sonoma Garden Park, both in how we steward the natural environment 
and in welcoming underrepresented groups through Senderos Naturales and our 
new limited-mobility hiking program.”

— John Roney, Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Manager

Thanks to a 20% increase in volunteer hours since 2020, Sonoma 
Garden Park’s 6.1 acres thrived, bringing people, food, and nature 
together to enhance our beloved public educational garden.

20% more volunteers 
at Sonoma Garden Park.
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Feature: 
Fence Removal
at SDC
Wildlife corridors are a way for animals to move through areas 
where habitat fragmentation occurs because of development.
Sonoma Ecology Center has worked to preserve, protect and 
improve the Sonoma Valley Wildlife Corridor since we 
originally identified and championed this critical natural 
resource component of the Sonoma Valley landscape back in 
the 1990’s.

Led by Senior Scientist and Research Program Manager, Steven 
Lee, the Sonoma Ecology Center Restoration crew embarked 
on a project to remove fencing identified as an impediment 
within the wildlife corridor. In partnership with the State Coastal 
Conservancy, it was determined that the majority of fencing on 
the Sonoma Developmental Center (SDC) property was 
unnecessary and fit for removal. We identified several hundred 
yards of old fencing that crossed the section of the Sonoma 
Valley Wildlife Corridor along Sonoma Creek and flagged it 
for removal. Our crew hand-cut vines, branches, and logs from 
fence wires, pulled wires from posts, and carried the wire out of 
the delicate riparian zone for disposal. 

With the fences successfully eliminated, wildlife can now move 
easily and more safely between Jack London State Historic Park 
and Sonoma Mountain on the west and the Mayacamas 
Mountains on the east, and to life-saving water sources like 
springs and creeks on the SDC property.
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We created 5 community creek cleanup days that removed hundreds of 
pounds of trash and debris from creeks at Nathanson Creek Preserve, Ig 
Vella Bridge, Larson Park and Verano Bridge. 

Our Research team completed its sixth consecutive year of intensive 
streamflow and water quality monitoring, and its second consecutive 
year of dry-season temperature monitoring, at 80+ monitoring 
locations around the Sonoma Creek watershed.

Data collected 
from 80+ water 

monitoring stations.

180 volunteer hours at
5 community 

creek clean up days.

Capping a 4 year study of bacteria levels in Sonoma Valley creeks, our 
researchers pinpointed two pathogen hot spots in Sonoma and 
Nathanson Creeks and their likely sources, which turn out to be 
related both to people and wildlife. 

2 pathogen hot spots &
sources identified.

Our science and GIS expertise are helping Sonoma County use its policies to 
better protect riparian areas from development and degradation. We worked 
with the County to create a computer model to map the extent of riparian 
habitats alongside streams, so it’s more clear where County policies apply. 

Completed 
riparian modeling 

study of Sonoma Creek.

“All of the work we do at Sonoma Ecology Center allows us to 
better understand water and other resource limitations in Sonoma Valley 
to inform management actions that will allow species living here, 
including humans, to better thrive in the future.” — Steven Lee, Research Program Manager

With this funding, we are on our way to implement the Upper Sonoma 
Creek Restoration Vision. Sixteen creek restoration projects in upper 
Sonoma Creek, in various phases of planning and active restoration, are in 
the pipeline, to improve water flow, water quality, food and shelter for 
salmon, steelhead, beaver, and other at-risk species. 

Secured over
$1.5M to improve

Sonoma Creek.
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Feature:
The Return 
of Chinook to 
Sonoma Creek
The abundant rainfall that Sonoma County received in late 
October 2021 created ideal conditions for Chinook (King 
salmon) to return to Sonoma Creek. Our Executive Director 
Richard Dale and Research Program Manager and aquatic 
scientist Steven Lee documented the salmon as they made their 
journey upstream and began settling into their spawning 
habitats.  

Much of the research Sonoma Ecology Center conducts is 
focused on streamflow and aims to ensure there is adequate 
water for fish, such as Chinook, year-round in our watershed.
Healthy streamflow helps support healthy salmonids and 
creates a more hospitable environment where they reproduce 
and rear successfully and hopefully see their population sizes 
increase. 

After the drought year that we still find ourselves in, it was a 
sign of hope to see these fish return. However, water must 
remain in our creeks to continue to support these impressive 
salmonids, an issue we tackle by helping local residents find 
alternatives to pumping water from Sonoma Creek and its 
tributaries in the drier summer months.
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Our Resilient Landscapes program, as a partner in the Resilient 
Landscapes Coalition co-produced 7 defensible space workshops, 
including 1 in Spanish, reaching more than 300 homeowners and 
landscape professionals.

7 defensible space
workshops reaching

300 landowners.

“Concerns about wildfire risk have caused some homeowners to 
remove most or all of the vegetation around their homes, but science 
shows that landscapes can have well chosen and placed plants that, if 
properly maintained, create effective defensible space while also 
providing food” 

300 people educated
in biochar field 
demonstrations

& webinars.

Our Biochar Program continued its statewide leadership in 2021, 
demonstrating effective wildfire risk reduction and soil health improvement. 
We trained over 200 people via webinars and 100 people in field 
demonstrations on how to turn woody waste from forests and farms into 
carbon-sequestering, soil-restoring biochar.

Sonoma Ecology Center’s landscape designer Jon Kanagy produced 
6 landscape designs for homeowners that featured defensible space and 
sustainability elements, such as the use of California native plants to provide 
habitat and water conservation. 

Created 6 fire-safe,
water-wise,

wildlife friendly
landscape designs.

Our Restoration Program removed 12 acres of invasive shrubs that had 
infested burned areas on private and public lands. Getting rid of brooms and 
similar invaders lowers fire risk, increases water in streams, and lets native 
plant and animal biodiversity bloom.

12 acres of invasive
shrubs removed

from burned land.

— Jon Kangy, Design and Implementation Project Manager
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Biochar is truly a substance whose time has come. This form of 
charcoal is easy to produce, and it can responsibly remove 
woody waste from thinned forests and farm fields, sequester 
carbon in the soil long term, reduce air pollution, reduce 
agricultural irrigation requirements, and remove impurities from 
water and soil. Sonoma Ecology Center is proud to be a leader in 
testing, teaching, and promoting biochar, led by staffer 
Raymond Baltar and board chair David Morell.

One of our current biochar projects diverts 480 tons of wood 
chips from landfills and produces biochar instead. The biochar is 
created using pyrolysis technology from Advanced Renewable 
Technology International, based in Iowa. Our partner, A Plus 
Tree, a sustainably-managed tree care company based in Vallejo, 
California, provides the wood chips. They will use the biochar in 
their tree care activities, and also distribute it to local community 
and school gardens in economically challenged areas of the East 
Bay Area. The project will also plant 1,200 new trees, and mill 
larger trees into furniture that will grace public areas in the local 
community.

We hope this project will serve as a model for more sustainable 
use of urban biomass, as well as scaling up the use of biochar in 
landscaping. 

Feature:

Biochar
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We planted over 200 native plants and 100 native trees along Nathanson 
Creek in the City of Sonoma, enhancing habitat for wildlife and reducing 
erosion. 

300 native plants & 
trees planted along 
Nathanson Creek.

46 acres of invasive
species reduced

with prescribed fire.

We propagated 1,000s of native plants at our Native Plant Nursery at Sonoma 
Garden Park. Among them were a couple dozen plants of the endangered 
Kenwood Marsh Checkerbloom. From these plants, we yielded and archived 
1,000s of seeds that can help protect this species from extinction. 

1,000s of native 
plants propagated.

Our prescribed burns at Van Hoosear Wildflower Preserve in 2020 and 2021, 
totaling 46 acres, resulted in almost complete suppression of the non-native 
invasive grass called medusahead, leaving more room, sunlight, and water for 
the Preserve’s remarkable diversity of native wildflowers.

“Studying what wildlife is in Sonoma Valley, and where, is key to conserving it. 
We can plan restoration along Sonoma Creek because we know every inch of it, and 
what habitat it provides. Lions, bears, badgers, or butterflies, Sonoma Ecology 
Centerʼs data makes us a valuable partner to the entire conservation community."

— Dr. Dan Levitis, Community Science Coordinator

Our 41 critter cams tracked and recorded wildlife movement across Sugarloaf 
Ridge State Park and participating adjacent private lands, growing our 
understanding of wildlife in Sonoma Valley and contributing 65,000 photos of 
animals to the Wildlife Insights website.

41 critter cams
recorded wildlife.

Volunteers using the iNaturalist app doubled the number of known plants in 
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park from 400 to 800, vastly increasing our knowledge 
of the plant life in the park.

800 plants identifed
at Sugarloaf Ridge

State Park.
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Feature: 
Mapping
Biodiversity
at SDC
The Sonoma Developmental Center (SDC) property, in addition to 
its key role at the center of the Sonoma Valley Wildlife Corridor, is 
also a center of biodiversity. Because of continuous state ownership 
over the last century, it contains some of the least-disturbed habitat in 
Sonoma Valley. Since January 2019, community scientists and 
Sonoma Ecology Center have documented biodiversity throughout 
the SDC. Organized by biologist Dr. Dan Levitis, our Community 
Science Coordinator, community members have used a science 
networking app, iNaturalist, to record observations of species 
throughout SDC’s 945 acres. The project has identified over 1,175 
species of animal, insect, plant, and fungi, based on 14,805 
observations. 

These data reinforce the need to preserve the sensitive habitat and 
rare species throughout SDC. There is high biodiversity throughout 
the property. Several protected species live on the property that had 
not been previously documented. The data suggest that the 
under-documented wetland features on the east end of the property 
are significant; for example, we recorded observations of protected 
western pond turtles nearby. Much of the biodiversity found on the 
property was in riparian areas or wetlands, underscoring a need for 
special care to protect these sensitive, ecologically rich places.

We provided this data to Sonoma County planners so that the SDC 
Specific Plan can comply with CEQA and protect SDC’s natural 
resources. We see this as our charge, as leaders in protecting and 
stewarding the environmental health of Sonoma Valley. 
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“Sonoma Ecology Center has a duty to include people of color in
green spaces. Community building around natural resources is ultimately 
what will drive change—for climate, land, water, and biodiversity.”

— Alma Shaw, Bilingual Program Director

Our educators navigated the challenging impacts of COVID on schools 
during the 2021-22 academic year to reach 1,092 students in every 2nd, 
4th, 5th, and 6th grade classroom in Sonoma Valley with in-person 
lessons on land, water, and climate.

In-person
environmental 

science education 
for 1,092 students.

18 EnviroLeader teens provided 250 paid hours of support for Sonoma 
Garden Park and local creek cleanup programs, gaining essential job and 
life skills through practical environmentally focused training through our 
semester-long employment program.

18 EnviroLeaders
gained 250 hours

of environmentally
focused job training.

Sonoma Valley Collaborative, hosted at Sonoma Ecology Center, led 30+ 
community leaders from a wide range of sectors across Sonoma Valley to 
act together to make housing more affordable, based on strategies published 
in their expert-informed report, Homes for A Sustainable Sonoma: Strategic 
Recommendations for Our Community. 

30+ community leaders
acting together on

housing affordability.

Science Camps returned to Sonoma Garden Park and Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park, providing 163 local youth the opportunity to connect and learn 
through hands-on science education. Thanks to donors and the Sonoma 
Community Foundation, 27% participated at no or reduced cost to families. 

163 youth attend
8 Science Camps 

under 44 scholarships.
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Feature: 
Senderos 
Naturales
In 2021, our all-Spanish hiking and workshop program, Senderos 
Naturales, grew significantly. We now reach people across 
Sonoma County, increasing access to the outdoors for Spanish 
speakers.

Many of the students and families who live within 15 miles of 
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park have never visited it. They face barriers 
to accessing the park, including transportation, entry cost, 
language, and a lack of culturally relevant outreach. Through the 
work of Alma Shaw, Sugarloaf Ridge State Park’s Bilingual 
Program Director, we've seen an increase in visitation from 
Latino families.

A grant from Parks California helped the Senderos program 
provide transportation for people from underserved communities, 
supported our staff to create and provide Spanish-language 
educational and recreational events, and helped us reached one of 
our  big goals: to have at least one event per month for Latino 
families. In total we had 16 events. Of these, 4 were summer 
campouts that welcomed 41 first-time campers.

Sonoma Ecology Center is especially proud of this program 
because it is the only Spanish-speaking nature-based program at a 
State Park in the North Bay. We hope this type of program 
inspires greater efforts at inclusion at other California State Parks. 
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For the Year Ended December 31, 2021

A
Susan Albrecht
Peter and Adrienne Alcantara
Bonnie Alexander
Elena G Alioto
Amazon Smile
David and Trish Anderson
Robyn E Anderson Trust
Karen Andresen
Elizabeth S Andrews
Anonymous
Chester and Frances Arnold
Mary Evelyn Arnold
Lorraine A Ashton
Julie and Tom Atwood 
Atwood Ranches, Inc.

B
Peter Bacchetti
Valorie Bader
Julene Bair
Russell Bair
Steve and Debby Barbose
Susan Barich
Michael Barnett 
   and Judith Bloomberg
Heather Barnhart
Robert Barron
Michael and Helen Bates
Margaret Beach
Thomas von Tersch 
and Margaret Beeler
Andrew Baldwin

Judith Bergin Walsh
Richard Berry
Virginia Ann Bertelsen
BlackRock
Selma Blanusa
Simon and Kimberly Blattner
Patrick and Barbara Collins 
Mike and Susan Bobbitt 
Keith and Patty Bongiovanni 
Tyras and Nicole Bookman
Judy and Ken Bowles
Cynthia A Boyer
Susan Braito
Patrick Brannnigan
John T Branscome
Louis Braun 
    and Joanne Martin Braun
Anne Brewer
Mark and Linda Brewer
Mary Jane Brier
John E Broughton
Geraldine Brown
Warren Browner 
    and Mollie Brown
Jamie Brumberger
Leah Brumer
Elizabeth V Brunner
David Landau 
    and Tanya Brunner
Janet E Bruno
Richard Mayer 
    and Kathleen Bryant
Joan and Michael Buckley 
Katherine Bucklin
William Bucklin

Alicia Buelow 
Nancy Bundschu
Ellen Bundschu McKnight
Ann Butler
Sheila Butterfield

C
Edward and Joanne Cale
James Callahan and Stacia Brady
Sonoma Syrup Company
Steven and Susan Carara
Rose Cardinale
Dana Carlson
Mary Ann Carr
Mary Kate Carter
Dave and Joan Chalk 
John Chute
Suzanne Clark
William and Sara Clegg
Clorox
Debi Coish
Edward Colby and Jennifer 
O'Mahony
Cathy Coleman
Patricia Coleman
Community Foundation 
    Sonoma County
Katherine and Vic Conforti 
Richard Conte
Randall Cook
Randy Cook
Martin Widders and Barbara Cooper 
Brett Cooper and James Fontanilla
Cooperages 1912, LLC 18



Total revenue 1,068,829      18       1,068,847

 
 
 

Robert Cortelyou
Anne Crawford 
Robert and Gina Crozier
Thomas and Katherine Culligan
Mary G Curtin

D
Elizabeth Dale
Stephen Dale
Kenneth J Dambrogi
Judi A Danner
Mark and Laura Lucas
Andrea Davis 
Edward and Jan Davis
Charles Abshear 
    and Laurie Decker 
Cherie Del Carlo
Douglas S Dempster
Tana and Brian Dennen
Jen DeShazer
Deborah Devoto
Peter Bacot 
    and Deanne DiPietro
Richard and Darlene Donat
Patricia Donchin
Brigette Doneux
John and Sara Donnelly
Gail Dubinsky Spielman
Curtis and Linde Duff
Jeannie Duisenberg
Leane S Dunn
Patrick and Elise Dwyer

E
Barrie Eddy 
Candice Edmondson 
Karen A Eggerman

Irene Ehret
James Elias
Nancy Evers Kirwan 
   and Kyle Kirwan
Patricia Farrar-Rivas

F
Paul and Mary Favaro
Mark Feichtmeir
Diana D Ferris
Virginia Fifield
Terrence R Finn
Jeanne FitzGerald
Mary C Fitzpatrick
Michael Fleischman 
   and Allison Funk
Andy and Nancy Fleming
Mark and Bridget Flocco
James Fontanilla
Ned Forrest 
   and Leslie Whitelaw
Jocelyn Forsyth Vick
Steve Foy

G
Jay Franchel Gamel
Richard Frankel Martha 
    and Conway
Raymond and Bonnie Fredricks
Ira Freed
Anonymous
Fund for Ecology and Culture
James and Susan Gale
Gemma Gallovich
Elizabeth Garsonnin 
    and Richard Neill 
Joan Geary
Genentech

Robert Gerard
Pamela Gilberd
Hope A Gillis
Brian Gilmore 
Helen Giovacchini
Karen L Glickman
Kristy Godfrey
Avram and Lori Goldman
Susan and Joe Gorin
Arthur and Margaret Grandy
Jonathan T Grayson
Donald and Cheryl Green 
Twilight Greenaway
Joshua Greenbaum
Carolyn Greene 
Marion Groetschel
Rhonda Guaraglia
Barry and Janice Gubrud
Gregory and Mary Guerrazzi
John and Phyllis Gurney

H
Craig and Lee Hackeling 
Beth Hadley 
Brad Hall 
Maud Hallin
Donna Halow and Paul Luca
Lucy and Roger Hamlyn
Brett Hamner
Hanford ARC 
Kjersti Hansen
Marie K Hansen
Katherine Harkness
Charesa and Andrew Harper 
Terry and Carolyn Harrison
Bruce Hartsough 
   and Leslianne Lee
Thomas Hawker
Osha Hayden
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Brian Hayle
The Heck Foundation
Michael J Heffler
Roger and Kay Heigel
Matthew Henderson
Thomas and Cynthia Hendrix
Timothy and Lynn Hennessy
Jennifer N Herman
Patricia and Gerald Hiatt
Randolph and Kelly Hicks
Troy Hightower
Richard and Marna Hill
Melissa Holcomb
Sanford and Alice Horowitz
Steven Horowitz
Gregg and Julie Hosfeldt
David G Hough
Alyx Howell
Alexandra Huerta 

I
Karen J Inman
Ellie Insley

J
Rodney Jackson and Darla Hillard
Erik Jensen
James and Shannan Johnson
Neil Johnston
Mary Morrison and Byron Jones 
Julianne Alexandra Jones
Mary Elizabeth Jue

K
Phil and Mara Kahn
Arlene and Brad Kallen
Margaret Kaplan

Susan Karle
David Katz
Mitchell and Ellanor Katzel 
Linda Keaton
Stafford and Susan Keegin
Dominic Gates 
    and Christina Kennedy 
Megan Ketchum
Keysight
Laurel King
Jane Knapp
Debra Knowles
Michael and Valerie Kobal
Marianne Kramer-Merz
Bernie and Kat Krause

L
Tim Lamp
George Laplante and Sydnie Kohara
Chris and Daniella LaRocco 
Terry R Larson
Joan M Lateer
Nadine Lavell
Lawrence Livermore Laboratory
Dinah Lee
Jackie Lee
Jody Leeds
Susan Lehr
David Leland and Ann Howald
Gregory Levesque
Charles Levine and Elisa Stancil Levine
Gerald Levitis
Shirley Licari-Daher and Nick Daher
Alice Liddell
Joseph and Elaine Lieber
Tony and Nancy Lilly
Cindy Lindh
Daniel McCormick 
   and Barbara Linhard 
Linda L Liscom

David A Loeb
Karen Lombardo
Myron London 
    and Lucinda Ford
Carrieann Lopez
Elizabeth Lotz
Sandra Lowe
Gabe and Stacey Luddy
Sharon and Jim Lynch
Zack Lynch

M
Mary MacKay
Penney Magrane
Reed Maidenberg
Carl and Barbara Mannle 
Nicole Marchesi
Ben Marcus-Willers 
Luba Markoff
Gordon and Joan Marks
Paula Marks
Sandra Martensen
Lynn J Martin
Jane Marzoni
Kenneth and Genevieve Mast
Tim and Phyllis Mayer
Sam and Kristen McCain
Debra McCormick
Amy McCoy 
Larry Lee McCune
William and Josie McGann
Monica McKey
George McKinney 
McNabb Foundation
John and Leslie McQuown
Sharel McVey
Donna Medeiros
David and Grace Meeks 
Thomas Menzies
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Laurence Meyer and Tracey Jones
Paul Draper and Jeanna Menze
Midstate Construction
Priscilla Miles
Miles Partnership
Kathy Ann Miller
Nathan and Julia Miron
Oona McKnight and Eric Moes
Timothy Mooney
David Morell
David and Lida Morgenstein
Cynthia L Morrow
Barbara Moulton 
Maureen Muckle
Steve Mullen and Inga Aksamit
Janet Mumford
Ned Mundell 
    and WIlla Price Mundell

N
Jane L Nakasako
James and Gwen Neary
Margaret and Eric Neilsen
Byron and Jennifer Nichols 
Ken and Karin Niehoff 
Jack and Hope Nisson
Susan Noble
Jeffrey Norby and Avis Shapiro
Eric Norrbom
Jeanne L Nourse

O
Linda Olhiser
Pamella Olson
Janet Orloff
Miriam and Dan Osborne
Joan Osterman
Mary Kathryn Oswald

P
Kim Pack
Kevin and Nancy Padian
Diane Parish
Jackie L Parker
Laura Parker and Karen Salinger
Peter and Cecilia Parkinson
Leighton Parks
Richard Parmer 
    and Janet Holman Parmer
Neal Patel
Johanna M Patri
Lou Patterson
Gerald and Barbara Pauly
Stanley Pavley
    and Pamela Du Pertuis
Rosemarie Pedranzini
Diego Perez-Vargas
Perkins Hunter Foundation
James E Perry
Alexander and Ann Peters
Ruth Pfau
Ewing and Bonney Philbin
Steven and Linda Pickell
James Piper
Cynthia Pisenti
Charles Pollock
John and Kathryn Pons
Marcus and Rebecca Porrino
Christopher J Pratt
Roger and Fiona Prichard
Purdom Family Fund
Pushpak Motor Inc
Donald Pyskaty and Crystal Cox

R
Micaelia F Randolph
Joshua and Amy Rassen

Lynn Ravazzini
Jeanne Rayner
Christopher A Reiger 
    and Elizabeth Cedars 
Edward and Roberta Remedios
Retrograde Coffee Roasters
Roger and Diana Rhoten
Edwin Richards 
    and Catherine Thorpe
Julia Richardson Grey
John and Diana Riley 
Dave and Nancy Roche
Linda E Rockstroh
Vanessa and Rand Rognlien
John Roney and Mary Jo Dale
Gregory and Linda Rose
Steven and Colleen Rose
Thomas and Michele Rouse
Betsy Russakoff
Mary Rychly
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Sally Sands
Diana Sanson 
   and Ben Compton
Cynthia Scarborough
Esther V Schaut
Craig and Jessica Schorr 
Andrew Schreiber
Susannah Schroll
Richard and Amy Schuh 
Jean F Schulz
Irene M Schuster
Anonymous
Anne Marie Sebastiani
Michael Semler and Vicky Loel
Bryan and Patricia Sesser
Catherine Sevenau
Joshua R Shak
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Linda Shak
Michael D Shane
Lisa Shaw
Peter Poullada and Nancy Sheppard
Lynn Sherard Stuhr
Ian Shieh
Suzanne Shimek
Jennifer L Shipston
Suzie Silverman
Kyle Smith
Marc Snyder and Mariluisa Betta
Jerome Solomon 
    and Alice Cornwall Solomon
Mark and Maurine Solomonson 
Sonoma Home Winemakers
Sonoma Qigongers
Margaret Spaulding
Anne Sperber
Arwen Spicer 
Karl Sporer
David C Stagg
April Starke
Chris and Sheri Starr
Ted K Stenz
June M Stephens
Kat Stephens
Kenneth Stokes and Dana 
Simpson-Stokes
Stephanie Ann Storms
Michael Stortz and Valerie Pierce
George and Catherine Webber
Gordon Strachan
Kenn and Linda Stuckey
Shirley Sulpizio
Christian Sweeney
Mary R Sweeters
Katherine M Szabo

T
David and Alexi Taylor

Toby and Diane Taylor
Elinor C Taylor
Lauren Taylor
Joseph and Eileen Tenn
John Thacher
Virginia Thackwell
Matthew Theobald
Theobald Chandler Family 
    Giving Fund 
Mark Tietz and Diana Madison
Lisa Titus Isabeau
Cynthia and Russell Toran 
Michelle A Toth
Ryan Tracey
Craig A Tracy
Richard Turner
Owen and Leslie Tuttle
Katherine S Twain

U
United Way of 
   The Wine Country

V
Lee M Varmuza
Sandra Velasco
Carol Vellutini 
Carolyn Verheyen 
Charles and Pamela Vetrano 
Nancy Vineyard
Peter Vorster

W
Travis Wagner
Mira J Waldman
Ron Wallachy 
    and Judith Bjorndal
Donna Warshaw and Michael Biscoe

Warren L Watkins
Larry and Gwen Watson
Lisa Webb
Vicki Wedegaertner
Janet P Wedekind
Steve Weiler
Brenda Weinberg 
Jerome M Weingart
Maxwell Weinstein
Andrew Weis and Amy Kaiser
Anonymous
Paul Kenny and Nancy Wever
Richard and Debra Whitall
Michelle Whitman
Carol Williams 
Frank Windes
Corey and Tiffany Wing
Ruth Witchey
The Wonderful 
    Company Foundation
John and Betty Woodward 
Danielle Wroblewski

Y
Michael and Lee Anne Yaeger
Haoyu Yeh
Yoga Community
Simone York
Alison Young
Robert Young
Barbara Yungert 
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Suzanne and Abdi Zahedani
Jane Zimmerman
Sandra and Armando 
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Charles and Janet Zipkin
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PARKER BACON
Student, Ecological Restoration,
Cal Poly Humboldt  

ANNA BIMENYIMANA
Owner, Bon Marche Thrift Stores
International Nonprofit Supporter

PATRICIA FARRAR-RIVAS
Co-founder and Former CEO, 
Veris Wealth Partners 

MARK FLOCCO
Retired Business Owner

ELLIE INSLEY, MLA
Board Vice President, Secretary
Landscape Architect
Natural Habitat Restoration Specialist

DAVID MORELL, PhD
Board President
CFO/CEO, 
Specialty Technical Consultants
Retired Adjunct Professor, 
Mae Fah Luang University
Retired Senior Director, 
USEPA

NANCY PADIAN, PhD
Epidemiologist, 
UC Berkeley School of Public Health

JENNIFER PALLADINI, PhD
Biology & Botany Instructor, 
Santa Rosa Junior College

BRECK PARKMAN
Retired Senior State Archaeologist, 
California State Parks
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For the Year Ended December 31, 2021

“In 2021, we raised more money than ever before thanks 
to our donors and grant funders.” — Tiffany Wing, Development Director

Program Service Contracts
$1,229,587

37.1%

Contributions & Grants
$832,677

25.1%

Net Assets Released 
From Restriction
$186,988
5.6%

Fees For Restoration, 
Education & 
Related Services
$357,881
10.8%

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Entrance, 
Camping & Related Fees
$605,319
18.2%

Sales of Merchandise
$62,482
1.9%

Other Income
$43,165

1.3%
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For the Year Ended December 31, 2021
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HANNAH ACLUFI
Native Plant Nursery Manager

ROSS ADAMS
Restoration Project Manager

EVANGELINA AUSTIN
Restoration Technician
Fire Specialist

RAYMOND BALTAR
Biochar Project Manager

CELINA BRIGGS
Human Resources Manager 
IT

STEVE CARARA
Sonoma Garden Park Manager

CAITLIN CORNWALL
Senior Project Manager
Sonoma Valley Collaborative 
Project Director

RICHARD DALE
Executive Director

JONNY EHLERS
Education Project Manager

FRANCIS GATOS
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, Operations 
and Maintenance Lead

DESIRAE HARP
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, 
Event and Education Assistant

WENDY HAYES
Research Project Manager

DEB HENNESSY
Staff Accountant

MANUEL HERNANDEZ
Restoration Crew Leader

BARRY HILL
Restoration Program Manager

JACK HINES
GIS Specialist

KIM JONES
Development and 
Communications Specialist
Sonoma Valley Collaborative 
Coordinator

JON KANAGY
Design and Implementation 
Project Manager

STEVEN LEE
Senior Scientist and Research 
Program Manager

DAN LEVITIS
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, 
Volunteer Coordinator

MAYA LUONG
Marketing and 
Communications Specialist

JULIA MEGNA
Education Project Manager

MATTIE MILLER
Staff Accountant

IVANA NEDELCHEV
Bilingual Volunteer Coordinator

TONY PASSANTINO
Education Program Manager

CALI PEARCE
Volunteer Engagement Specialist

ARSEL PEREZ
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park,
Special Events and Education 

JOHN RONEY
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park,
Park Manager

ALMA SHAW
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, 
Bilingual Program Director

TOM WEBB
Restoration Technician

TIFFANY WING
Development and 
Communications Director
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Contact Us
Phone: (707) 996-0712
info@sonomaecologycenter.org

Mailing Address
Sonoma Ecology Center
PO Box 1486
Eldridge, CA 95431

Website
www.sonomaecologycenter.org

Follow us
          @SonomaEcologyCenter          

@SonomaEcology                 
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