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In 2020, I am most proud 
of knowing that the work 
Sonoma Ecology Center 
does is an essential service 
to our community. We did 
not slow down during the 
pandemic, we picked up 
the pace.

—Tony Passantino
Education Manager
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Beautiful. Sustainable. Sonoma.

Ecological Foundations
We value ecosystems, and the biodiversity and human 
systems they support. We are inspired by the beauty of 
Sonoma Valley. We work to protect and restore native 
species and habitats of our region for future generations.

Science-based
Watershed management actions should be informed by 
science and local empirical data. We conduct 
environmental monitoring to inform local and regional 
decisions. Adaptive management improves our 
effectiveness over time.

Sustainability
Economic vitality rests on a foundation of social 
well-being, which in turn rests on a foundation of 
ecological health. We seek multi-benefit solutions to the 
environmental, social, and economic challenges facing our 
community.

Lead by Example
We learn from others, and create and share models, 
techniques, and tools that others can use. 

Education
Sharing science-based information equips people to make 
the best decisions for themselves and the earth. We provide 
education programs for youth, teens, and adults to support 
an informed and empowered community. 

Stewardship
Every action counts. Individual participation is essential to 
protect and restore our natural resources. We engage 
community members and other organizations as partners in 
our work.

Collaborate
Most problems have common-ground solutions that can be 
discovered through open discussion and innovation. We 
strive to work with all stakeholders—including residents, 
government, agriculture, academia, and business—to help 
solve our community’s complex problems.

Respond to Change
We are an alert and agile organization, recognizing and 
responding to the evolving opportunities and needs of 
Sonoma Valley and the world beyond. 

MISSION
Our mission is to work with our 
community to identify and lead 
actions that achieve and sustain 
ecological health in Sonoma Valley.

VALUES

VISION
We envision a future where 
people, land, water, and 
wildlife thrive.

Sonoma Ecology Center works to address challenges 
related to open space, rural character, biodiversity, energy, 
and climate change, and strives for a better quality of life 
for all residents.

Since 1990, we’ve worked to increase people’s appreciation 
and stewardship of Sonoma Valley’s natural heritage and 
created measurable benefits in areas of land, water, 
climate change, and biodiversity.



havens, with carefully developed protocols to allow access for hundreds of community members who were all but 
trapped at home. We rallied to support the amazing work of other agencies and nonprofits responding the crisis 
while facing a shortage of volunteers, with people in high-risk groups suddenly unable to help, by creating an 
online portal, Sonoma Valley Volunteers, so that lower-risk community members can find current opportunities to 
volunteer to meet the needs of the crisis. Our Garden Park volunteers, board, and staff invented something fun 
and helpful for our anniversary, giving out Victory Garden kits for free to hundreds of families at a drive-through 
event on the Plaza on Earth Day.

We retooled our restoration work, still protecting waterways from toxic runoff and sediment from prior fires, to 
help with the region’s growing challenges from fire. We conducted a prescribed fire, relearning how to use this 
challenging force as a tool to enhance biodiversity. We studied and learned much more about managing 
landscapes to reduce fire risk and promote ecosystem health, and began a series of workshops with our partners 
to share our collective knowledge all over the county. We also began working with public and private land 
managers to directly implement that knowledge around the Valley and region.

We were hit hard by national and local events that exposed the depth of inequities in our nation and our 
community. Environmental organizations like ours have a lot to learn and shift, so that our work brings closer a day 
when all people equitably benefit from the beauty and services that our planet provides. We are deeply committed 
to this outcome. In 2020, we made our outdoor offerings more welcoming for low-income and Spanish-speaking 
community members, planned for diversifying our Board and staff, and created a cross-sector roadmap for housing 
affordability in Sonoma Valley. 

2020 was a year we were looking forward to. It was our 30th 
anniversary year. We’d begun to catalog our best efforts from the 
past, and tightly focus our work for the future. We planned to present 
these new goals to the community at a gala anniversary event. Then 
came March, and, as if anything more needed to happen to our 
community or world, with it came the pandemic. Everything changed.

Despite the traumatic upheaval we all faced, I don’t think I’ve ever 
been more proud of our organization. Just as we did after other 
disasters fresh in our minds, once again, we changed, too.

Everyone pitched in. Our educators were quick to shift our programs 
online to help teachers with remote learning, and to help parents and 
children with educational outdoor activities. Our parks became safe 
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A Message From Richard Dale,
Executive Director



As SEC Celebrates Its 30th Year, 
the World is at a Crossroads
By Richard Dale,
Executive Director

Our Valley’s beloved Sugarloaf Ridge State Park burned for the second time in three years, closing the park again just 
as it was recovering from the 2017 fire. We put our recovery knowledge to use and in record time reopened the park 
to visitors and campers so that this large outdoor public space was available for hiking, camping, and education.

Overall, we took the challenges of this not-so-stellar year and reshaped them into solutions to help our community 
address its interwoven challenges. The lessons of the past year were perhaps harder than ever, but our community 
and our organization rallied, and so far, we are coming through with new tools and opportunities.

As we face the year ahead, with the pandemic continuing, a record drought and fire season in progress, and likely 
other challenges ahead, we now also know we have gained something we never could have had without this difficult 
year. Our community's connectedness to each other, and I would argue, to nature, is stronger, deeper, and more 
hopeful than ever. That connectedness, when we use it, is strong and adaptable to almost any challenge, and even to 
a year full of them.

Armed with this simple, powerful tool, we’re looking forward to the coming year. We may even have a chance to 
celebrate our anniversary.

Thanks for being an important part of making this beautiful place more healthy for people and for the living world 
that supports us.

Richard Dale
Executive Director
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The pandemic made more people 
value and cherish the benefits of 

outdoor activity.  Many park visitors 
expressed gratitude for our efforts to 

remain open and how we made the 
park safe and welcoming, even during 

the most trying times.   

�
—John Roney

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Manager
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In September 2020, almost 75% of 
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park burned in the 
Glass Fire. With the help of a matching gift 
from the Sonoma Ecology Center Board of 
Directors, we raised over $120,000 to heal, 
rebuild and reopen the park. 

Wildfires swept through Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park in both 2017 and 2020, each time burning 
approximately 75% of the 4,900-acre park. 

We are forever grateful to the brave firefighters 
of Cal Fire, Kenwood Fire and other agencies for 
stopping the Glass Fire from destroying the 
main Sugarloaf Complex.

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park was a major 
battleground in preventing wildfires driven by 
October 2020’s hot and dry inland winds from 
scouring Southern Sonoma Valley. The 
meadows and basin of the upper park are ideal 
staging areas for firefighters. They are situated 
halfway from the valley floor to the ridge top. 
Existing fire roads within the park provide easy 
access for fire trucks to connect to other fire 
roads along the ridge. 

During the pandemic, public parks were a 
refuge from isolation. We worked hard to keep 
park visitors, volunteers and staff safe during 
their visit.

We are forever grateful for the support that 
made safe evacuation, rapid reopening, and 
rebuilding of Sugarloaf Ridge State Park 
possible.  Thanks to Team Sugarloaf, State 
Parks, our supporters, volunteers, and 
visitors, all park functions have been 
restored and are thriving.  

With the support of donors 
and volunteers, we...

Sugarloaf Ridge State Park
Recovery from the Glass Fire

Rebuilt 5 retaining walls

Cleared 30 miles of trails

Reopened the park in less than 
2 months after the Glass Fire
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A Special Thank You To
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Fire Recovery Donors
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Sarah Elkins
Anonymous Donor
Anastasia Encarnacion
Woodrow Engle and Kathleen Peterson
Herbert Ernst
Bradley Evans
Nancy Evers Kirwan and Kyle Kirwan
Colleen Ferguson
Emily Fisher
Andy Fleming
Flocco Foundation
Ira Freed
Jennith Froyd
Jay Gamel
Gilda Garcia
Elizabeth Garsonnin
Dominic Gates and Christina Kennedy
Loren Gerstein
Niki Gibbons
Holland Gistelli
Mark Gonzalves
Mary Good
Edward Graham
Erin Gray
Carolyn Greene
Katja Hagedorn
Donna Halow and Paul Luca
Andrew and Charesa Harper
Laurel Harris
Jordan Herrmann
Richard and Marna Hill
Tina Howard
Holly Hutter
Karen Inman
Chris Jones
Christopher Jones
Lilo Kangas
Susan Karle
Paul Kenny and Nancy Wever
Shawn Kilat
Debra King and Margaret Lane
Joanne Knez
Christopher Koch
Ron Koeberer and Lisa Frugoli
Bernie and Kat Krause

Maya Land
Juliet Langley
Barbara Leach
Jody Leeds
Bernard Lefson
Gregory Levesque
Charles Levine and Elisa Stancil
Stephen Lewis
Alice Liddell
Catherine Linden
Dennis Livingston
Margaret Lourenco and Rich Blaska
Warren Lyons
Ananth and Rachel Madhavan
Kathleen Marsh
Sandra Martensen
Marsha Mather-Thrift
Anthony McCormick
Larry McCune
Donna Medeiros
Sheila Mone
David Morell
Mark Mortensen
Gerry and Kathleen Mugele
Steve Mullen and Inga Aksamit
Karl Mutch
James and Gwen Neary
Helen Neumeyer
Edith Newsome
Ken and Karin Niehoff
Eric Norrbom
Donna Norrell
Daniel O'Connor
Kevin and Nancy Padian
Gretchen Paradis
Jackie Parker
Edward Parkman
Jack Pernet
James Perry
Ewing and Bonney Philbin
Ewing and Bonney Philbin
Ninie Phoon
Shilo Porter
Jennifer Potts
Paul Poumirau and Marla Glick

Keith Abeles
Sara Ackerman
Stephanie Adams
Susie Albrecht
Jeffrey Altergott and Joseph Palese
Dawn Angelosante
Dianne Armer
Gerald and Teresa Audesirk
Parker Bacon
Steven Bangert
Lance Barlas
Judith Barry
Marc Benson
Anne-Marie Bimenyimana
Linda Biscoe
Judy and Ken Bowles
Cynthia Boyer
Kelleen Boyer
Michael Brown
Barbara Buck
Larry Caldwell
Alan Campbell and Rebecca Simmie
Dave and Joan Chalk
Margaret Chapman
Eric Cohen
Edward Colby and Jennifer O'Mahony
Ben Compton and Diana Sanson
Michael and Mary Connolly
Shari Conradson
Randall Cook
Randy Cook
Ruth Cooper
Robert Cortelyou
Robert and Gina Crozier
Elizabeth Dale
Andrea Davis
Edward Davis
Gwendolyn Dhesi
Kelly Dillman
Gail Diserens
John and Sara Donnelly
Josephine Donnelly
Carol Donovan
David Dwyer
April Eberhardt and Harold Marsh

Christopher Pratt
Leslie Purchase
Purdom Family Fund
Donald Pyskaty and Crystal Cox
Elizabeth Renold
Edwin Richards and Catherine Thorpe
Marianna Riser
Aileen Rodriguez
Steven Rolling
Kristen Russell
Craig and Jessica Schorr
Kathleen Schultz
Sarah Seitz
Thomas Shaddox
Lynn Sherard Stuhr
Ann Elizabeth Shippey
Sue Simmons
Robert Sims
Susan St Marie
Anya Starovoytov
Chris Starr
Tom Stedman
Stephanie Storms
David Strand
Vivian Strand
Timothy and Shirley Sullivan
Gary Sumner
Lisa Symonds
Katherine Szabo
Toby and Diane Taylor
Monna Throop
Marjorie Tibbs
Janet Tonkin
Gina Trisciuzzi
Nancy Vineyard
Michael and Laura Wagner
Scott Wagner
Mary Washburn
Phil Weil
Gloria Wellman
Gretchen Whisenand
Carolyn Whisler
Martin Widders and Barbara Cooper
Kathleen Willmers
Eva Yearsley
Kristan Zwerling 8
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One thing Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park lost that can never be 
replaced is the century-old Red 
Barn, built by the Hurd family in 
1918. The barn was a favorite 
destination for hikers, 
photographers and history buffs.

It served as habitat for our 
feathered and furry friends, a cool 
refuge for hikers on hot or rainy 
days, and a picturesque backdrop 
for the occasional photographer.

Photo by Lee "Onion" George 9



Ecological Foundations
We value ecosystems, and the biodiversity and human 
systems they support. We are inspired by the beauty of 
Sonoma Valley. We work to protect and restore native 
species and habitats of our region for future generations.

Science-based
Watershed management actions should be informed by 
science and local empirical data. We conduct 
environmental monitoring to inform local and regional 
decisions. Adaptive management improves our 
effectiveness over time.

Sustainability
Economic vitality rests on a foundation of social 
well-being, which in turn rests on a foundation of 
ecological health. We seek multi-benefit solutions to the 
environmental, social, and economic challenges facing our 
community.

Lead by Example
We learn from others, and create and share models, 
techniques, and tools that others can use. 

Education
Sharing science-based information equips people to make 
the best decisions for themselves and the earth. We provide 
education programs for youth, teens, and adults to support 
an informed and empowered community. 

Stewardship
Every action counts. Individual participation is essential to 
protect and restore our natural resources. We engage 
community members and other organizations as partners in 
our work.

Collaborate
Most problems have common-ground solutions that can be 
discovered through open discussion and innovation. We 
strive to work with all stakeholders—including residents, 
government, agriculture, academia, and business—to help 
solve our community’s complex problems.

Respond to Change
We are an alert and agile organization, recognizing and 
responding to the evolving opportunities and needs of 
Sonoma Valley and the world beyond. 

The pandemic caused most of the 
Education Program to go virtual. Our 

EnviroLeader  program grew in 
response to the increased demand as 

many teens were eager to socialize 
and get outside after their zoom classes.

�
—Tony Passantino

Education Manager
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Our Education Program grew and innovated to play a critical role in helping the 
students and families of Sonoma Valley cope with the social, educational and 
economic challenges of this past year.

2020-21 Watershed Education reached 840 2nd, 4th, 5th, and
6th graders in virtual learning environments.

An all-time high of 25 Sonoma Valley teens worked as EnviroLeaders for 
at least one semester of environmentally focused training at Sonoma 
Garden Park.

A new youth empowerment club called "Earthlings" creates 
environmental change through education, hands-on projects and 
community building.

40 youth and adult students completed the California Naturalist course, 
re-imagined to offer a virtual lecture series.

A Special Thank You To Our 
2020 and 2021 Summer 
Scholarship Fund Donors
We were able to offer            of our 
campers a scholarship to Summer 
Science Camps at Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park and Sonoma Garden Park this year.  

Jane Nakasako
Cynthia Pisenti
Lynn Ravazzini
Michael and Mary Schuh
Suzie Silverman
Mary Sweeters
Len Tillem and Susan Fegan
Corey and Tiffany Wing
Alison Young
Suzanne Zahedani
Matthew and Patresa Zwerling

Education Program
Meeting Students Where They Are
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25%

Susie Albrecht
Janet Bruno
Mary Ann Carr
Edward Colby 
Steve Eckert
Nancy Evers Kirwan and Kyle Kirwan
Debra Forton
Fay Gallus
Marie Hansen
Chris and Daniella LaRocco
Bernard Lefson
Luba Markoff



Heading out to Sugarloaf State Park to 
conduct ecological research has not only 

been beneficial for my professional 
career, but it has also been a 

life-enriching venture.

�
—Alexandra Huerta

NEST student
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Sonoma Ecology Center provided eight science interns 
from underrepresented communities with the tools 
they needed to produce and publish original 
peer-reviewed science: training, research mentors, 
collaborators, access to a field site, editing, and 
guidance.

Producing original science is a tremendous and 
rewarding challenge, but to launch a career in science, 
it takes mentorship, research experience, and getting 
published.

NEST students learned the methods and concepts of 
fire ecology at Sugarloaf Ridge State Park. Luminaries 
such as Sonoma Ecology Center board members 
Dr. Bernie Krause and Dr. Jennifer Pallandini and 
conservation broadcaster Doug McConnell. 

Under the guidance of Sonoma Ecology Center’s Dr. 
Dan Levitis, they designed and carried out their own 
studies which are now working toward submission for 
publication.

Free to all participants

Transportation stipends 
offered

2 scientific papers related to
the recovery of vegetation following the 

2017 & 2020 fires

New Ecological Scientist Training
NEST

NEST was created to help students from 
underserved communities bypass longstanding 
barriers to scientific careers.

The 2020-21 NEST program...
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 8 interns published original research
 



Photo by Alma Shaw
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—Alma Shaw
Bilingual Events Coordinator

This year, more than half of the families 
that came out had never been camping, or it 

was the first time camping for someone in 
their family group. About a third of the 

families had never been to Sugarloaf Ridge 
State Park. Over 100 campers came to the 

Park for our first-time camper program.

�



In 2020, a grant from Parks California 
expanded our Spanish language outdoor 
program, Senderos Naturales.

Many of the students and families who live within
15 miles of Sugarloaf Ridge State Park have never 
visited it. They face barriers to accessing
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, including transportation, 
cost, language, and a lack of culturally relevant 
outreach.

We expanded Senderos Naturales during the 
pandemic to address barriers to access, and 
encourage more students and families from diverse 
backgrounds to visit Sugarloaf Ridge State Park.

Sonoma Ecology Center also joined with others to 
rise to the challenge of providing the Latinx 
community with information about how to stop the 
spread of COVID-19, coping with wildfires and 
smoke, food resources, rental assistance, and 
vaccine clinics.

As the pandemic goes on, we have seen Latinx 
families recreate in nature in larger numbers than 
before. As families continue to attend Senderos 
Naturales events, they are more likely to return on 
their own and visit other natural areas.

Senderos Naturales
Outdoor Events In Spanish
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41 first-time campers
11 families with first-time campers

As a result of expanding 
Senderos Naturales we 
hosted...

63 first-time visitors to 
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park

Christopher Pratt
Leslie Purchase
Purdom Family Fund
Donald Pyskaty and Crystal Cox
Elizabeth Renold
Edwin Richards and Catherine Thorpe
Marianna Riser
Aileen Rodriguez
Steven Rolling
Kristen Russell
Craig and Jessica Schorr
Kathleen Schultz
Sarah Seitz
Thomas Shaddox
Lynn Sherard Stuhr
Ann Elizabeth Shippey
Sue Simmons
Robert Sims
Susan St Marie
Anya Starovoytov
Chris Starr
Tom Stedman
Stephanie Storms
David Strand
Vivian Strand
Timothy and Shirley Sullivan
Gary Sumner
Lisa Symonds
Katherine Szabo
Toby and Diane Taylor
Monna Throop
Marjorie Tibbs
Janet Tonkin
Gina Trisciuzzi
Nancy Vineyard
Michael and Laura Wagner
Scott Wagner
Mary Washburn
Phil Weil
Gloria Wellman
Gretchen Whisenand
Carolyn Whisler
Martin Widders and Barbara Cooper
Kathleen Willmers
Eva Yearsley
Kristan Zwerling

33 youth participants 
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Sonoma Garden Park is a blossoming 
center for education and activities 

related to gardens, horticulture, and 
food because of the support of  our 

wonderful volunteers.

�
—Ivana Nedelchev

Sonoma Garden Park
Bilingual Volunteer Coordinator



In the past year, Sonoma Garden Park gave 
people access to fresh, locally grown produce 
and a beautiful place to safely get outdoors, 
volunteer and connect.

It is thanks to our wonderful 
volunteers that Sonoma 
Garden Park continues to…

Build community in a beautiful public 
setting, connecting more than 200 
youth and adults through volunteering 
and community service.

Host a weekly Harvest Market with 
produce from Sonoma Garden Park 
and other local products.

Demonstrate ecologically sound 
practices in gardening, landscaping 
and water use.

Host workshops with Master 
Gardeners and other experts.

To celebrate Sonoma Ecology Center’s 30th 
anniversary on Earth Day 2020, we gifted 
300 Victory Gardens at a social distanced 
event on the Sonoma Plaza.

Sonoma Garden Park
Creating Community Around Local Produce
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Host Summer Science Camps that 
teach children about sustainable 
agriculture, water conservation, 
biology, geology, and climate.

Distribute biochar produced by our 
Sonoma Biochar Initiative to 
improve soil.



A Special Thank You To Our 
2020 and 2021 Summer 
Scholarship Fund Donors
We were able to offer            of our 
campers a scholarship to Summer 
Science Camps at Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park and Sonoma Garden Park this year.  
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Sonoma Ecology Center brings a 
host of services and resources that 

can help people manage their 
landscapes and provide protections 
for the community at large. I thank 

Sonoma Ecology Center for 
maintaining the beautiful

Valley we live in.

�
—Ted Bucklin, Family Member

Van Hoosear Wildflower Preserve
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Restoration Program
Creating Healthier Land and Safer Communities

In 2020, our growing Restoration team stewarded over 4,000 acres of 
private and public land in Sonoma Valley and beyond.

We increased community-wide fire resilience through 
ecologically informed fire fuels treatments, including: 

Prescribed burns at Van Hoosear Wildflower Preserve in 2020 and 2021
Forest thinning at Pacific Union College in Angwin
Sheep grazing at Sonoma Overlook Trail and Montini Preserve
Hosted events for             participants on fire-wise, biodiverse landscapes in 
the defensible space zone around homes

We removed invasive weeds to make way for native 
plant communities in key places, including: 

The wildlife corridor at Sonoma Developmental Center 
The Nathanson Creek Preserve through the City of Sonoma

We propagated over 80 native plant species at our 
Native Plant Nursery at Sonoma Garden Park to:

Restore native plant communities and wildlife habitat to be ready for 
drought and resilient to fire 
Control erosion
Stabilize streambanks

After the Glass Fire, we relaunched our Watershed Protection Program 
to keep toxins from burned structures out of creeks, including:

Sonoma Creek, Santa Rosa Creek and Mark West Creek
19
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�Through our stewardship outreach, several 
streamside landowners with a history of 

pumping water from the creek for irrigation 
heard our message and decided to pursue 

water conservation and storage strategies, 
such as rainwater harvesting. 

—Wendy Hayes, Watershed Ecologist
Research Project Manager
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Research Program
Science-Driven Stewardship 

The Upper Sonoma Creek Restoration Vision lays out a vision for                             
m   major restoration projects along Sonoma Creek from upstream 
of Kenwood down to the Sonoma Developmental Center, to improve 
conditions for threatened steelhead trout, other sensitive aquatic 
species like beaver, and the innumerable species who rely on healthy 
riparian forests.

The Sonoma Creek Streamflow Stewardship Plan uses findings 
from two years of streamflow data to recommend actions that 
sustain dry-season streamflows, such as capturing rain in tanks for 
later use. 

We gained critical insight into the state of our local watershed to help mitigate the impacts of drought. 

Tracing water pollution sources: We are wrapping up a 
five year effort to understand and address impairments to water 
quality in the Sonoma Valley watershed, including unhealthy 
levels of sediment, pesticides and pathogens. We are beginning a 
similar five year effort in the Petaluma Valley. 

21

2 detailed plans published 
that keep creeks flowing 

and fish swimming

14

Real-time local data that informs decisions

70+ stream 
monitoring stations 

We continued collecting streamflow and water quality data at 
over       sites throughout the Sonoma Creek Watershed. Our data 
informs decision-makers who manage water and land at Sonoma 
County Water Agency, the Groundwater Sustainability Agency, 
and Permit Sonoma. 

Analyzing and recognizing  trends helps our community plan 
for better water use strategies.

70



Sonoma Valley Volunteers was key during the 
2020 shelter-in-place with volunteers for our 

food distribution sites, providing more than 
half of our volunteer force giving out produce 

and groceries. We were among many 
non-profits providing direct services that 

benefited from this support, especially in the 
first stages of responding to the pandemic.

�
—Maricarmen Reyes

Sonoma Valley Community Health Center
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Sonoma Valley Collaborative (formerly 
Sustainable Sonoma) convenes over 30 leaders 
across health, tourism, social justice, local 
business, government, schools, environment, 
and nonprofits to respond to the greatest 
challenges facing Sonoma Valley’s economy, 
equity, and environment.

This blueprint shows how we can have housing that 
is affordable for people who live or work in the 
Valley, within already developed areas, to create 
diverse, safe, complete neighborhoods.

Helped prevent homelessness

Sonoma Valley Collaborative brought together 
multiple groups to co-design with Catalyst Fund a 
pilot program to prevent evictions in Sonoma Valley. 
Now, organizations and volunteers from inside and 
outside the Valley are stabilizing renter households, 
which helps renters, employers, and landlords.

We launched Sonoma Valley Volunteers to connect 
emerging volunteer opportunities with a new 
volunteer force to respond to the crisis.

Influenced philanthropy

The Collaborative influenced local philanthropists 
who then launched Sonoma Valley Catalyst Fund, 
and then brought partners, funding needs, and 
solution ideas to the Fund to consider for funding.

Promoted a win-win-win future for 
Sonoma Developmental Center

The Collaborative developed—and keeps refining—a 
consensus around a future for the Sonoma 
Developmental Center campus that provides 
better-paying jobs to diversify the economy, homes 
that people who live and work here can afford, and a 
design that helps the climate, water, and wildlife. 

Sonoma Valley Collaborative
Economy, Environment and Equity Working Together

During the pandemic, we...
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Build community in a beautiful public 
setting, connecting more than 200 
youth and adults through volunteering 
and community service.

Host a weekly Harvest Market with 
produce from Sonoma Garden Park 
and other local products.

Demonstrate ecologically sound 
practices in gardening, landscaping 
and water use.

Host workshops with Master 
Gardeners and other experts.

24

We discovered that many fire 
professionals embrace our message of 

enhancing biodiversity. We have created 
strong partnerships within the fire 

community, which inform our message 
and expand our outreach across the 

North Bay.

�
—Ellie Insley

Sonoma Ecology Center Board Member



Resilient Landscapes means...

Resilient Landscapes Coalition
Protecting Homes From Fire
and Promoting Biodiversity

25

Fire-wise, fire-ready landscapes in the 
defensible space zone around homes
Enhancing biodiversity and wildlife habitat
Conserving water, soil, energy, and carbon

Together with our partners, 
we produced…

5 virtual workshops for 
landowners across Sonoma 
County

3 neighborhood tours

500+ total participants

We continually research and report on the best 
practices for ecologically sound fuels management. 
We’re leading the way in bringing together fire-fighter 
expertise with fire research, conservation, and 
landscape design.

Resilient Landscape workshops teach people to use 
native, drought-resistant plants to create beautiful, 
sustainable, fire-wise landscapes that can protect 
homes and lives, and also provide food and shelter 
for wildlife, in particular many species of insects and 
birds that are in severe decline, like the Monarch 
butterfly.

We led workshops and collaborated with the Grove 
Street Fire Safe Council, Bennett Ridge Firewise 
Community, Oakmont Firewise Community, Glen Ellen 
Forum, and other neighborhood groups who are 
doing impressive work to help protect their 
communities.



Sonoma Ecology Center is 
grateful to our supporters, 
partners, volunteers, and 
board members for making 
it possible for our staff to 
adapt and continue their 
work without pause, 
through the pandemic and 
wildfire season.

Board of Directors
BERNIE KRAUSE, PhD

Founder, CEO, Wild Sanctuary

DAVID MORELL, PhD
Board President, 

CFO/CEO, Specialty 
Technical Consultants; 

Adjunct Professor (retired), 
Mae Fah Luang University; 

Senior Director (retired), USEPA

NANCY PADIAN, PhD
Epidemiologist, 

UC Berkeley School of Public Health

JENNIFER PALLADINI, PhD
Faculty, 

Santa Rosa Junior College

BRECK PARKMAN
Senior State Archaeologist (retired), 

California State Parks
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See Independent Accountant's Review Report

Without donor With donor 2020 2019
restriction restriction Total Total

SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
Government contract revenue 1,062,742$     1,062,742$     1,133,755$     
Memberships and donations 888,548          1,167$         889,715          573,353          
In-kind donations 150                150                104                
Program fees 544,623          544,623          519,974          
Investment income (loss), net of fees (372)               62,326         61,954            71,969            
Gain (Loss) on disposal of assets -                    -                    1                   
Reimbursable income 361,881          -              361,881          270,851          
Other income 66,577            -              66,577            73,705            
Net assets released from restriction 52,793            (52,793)        -                 -                 

Cost of goods sold (20,657)          -              (20,657)          (40,989)          

Total support and revenue 2,956,285       10,700         2,966,985       2,602,723       

EXPENSES:
Program 1,777,205       1,777,205       1,677,160       
Management and general 557,316          557,316          349,423          
Fundraising 289,844          289,844          170,696          

Total expenses 2,624,365       2,624,365       2,197,279       

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 331,920          10,700         342,620          405,444          

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING 395,602          473,472       869,074          463,630          
Prior period adjustment 30,238            (30,238)        -                    -                    

Net ASSETS, BEGINNING RESTATED 425,840          443,234       869,074          463,630          

NET ASSETS, ENDING 757,760$        453,934$     1,211,694$     869,074$        

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020
(With summarized comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 2019)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 

PARKER BACON
Student, Humboldt State University

STEVE BARBOSE
Attorney, Retired

Sonoma Planning Commission

ANNA BIMENYIMANA
Business Owner

International Nonprofit Supporter

ED COLBY
Partner,

Quadrille Capital

MARK FLOCCO
Retired Business Owner

ELLIE INSLEY, MLA
Board Vice President, Secretary 

Landscape Architect
Natural Habitat Restoration Specialist
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THANK YOU TO OUR
2020 SUPPORTERS
Your support enables our team of scientists, educators and community leaders 
to adapt our programs to Sonoma Valley’s evolving needs.

$49,999 to $10,000

Anonymous Donor
 

Thomas and Jamel Perkins
Alexander and Ann Peters
Roger Peters and Stephanie Moulton-Peters
Edwin Richards and Catherine Thorpe
Ben Compton and Diana Sanson
Michael and Janet Shane
John and Elizabeth Sheela
Shellbrook Foundation
Jerome Solomon and Alice Cornwall Solomon
Sonoma Creek Adopt a Watershed
Chris Starr
David and Vicki Stollmeyer
John and Jill Svoboda
Toby and Diane Taylor
Wendy Teller-Elsberg
Patti White
Joe Wible
Mike and Lee Yaeger

$4,999 to $1,000

$9,999 to $5,000

Community Foundation Sonoma County
Erickson Family Charitable Foundation
Virginia Fifield
Flocco Foundation
Impact100 Sonoma
Kephalos Research Fund
Mac and Leslie McQuown
Patagonia Action Works
Ewing and Bonney Philbin
Purdom Family Fund
Michael and Laura Wagner

8200 + Volunteer Hours

$50,000 and above

Anonymous Donor
Bald Mountain Ranch
Dunottar Fund
David and Sandra Erickson
Donna Halow and Paul Luca
David Morell
Rotary Club of Glen Ellen and Kenwood
Michael and Mary Schuh

Katherine Bucklin
William Bucklin
Paul Chakmak
Edward Colby
Thomas and Katherine Culligan
Samuel Dakin and Skye Taplin
Charles Desmarais and Katherine Morgan
Howard Dunaier and Elizabeth Stelluto Dunaier
Barrie Eddy
Michelle Friend
Fund for Ecology and Culture
Gaia Fund
Paul Gelburd and Diane Parish
John and Nancy Giambastiani
Arthur and Margaret Grandy
Kathleen A Haas
Maud Hallin
Richard and Marna Hill
Ann Iverson
Kakatu Foundation
Margaret Kaplan
Nancy Evers Kirwan and Kyle Kirwan
Michael and Valerie Kobal
Bernie and Kat Krause
Katherine Fulton and Katharine Kunst
Bernard Lefson
Jason Levitis
Gordon Marks
Larry McCune
George McKinney
McNabb Foundation
Donna Medeiros
Laurence Meyer and Tracey Jones
Pamella Olson
Kevin and Nancy Padian

January 1 to December 31, 2020
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2020 2019

ASSETS
Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents 391,482$        383,881$        
Accounts receivable 593,542          317,589          
Prepaid expenses 37,003            37,056            

Total current assets 1,022,027       738,526          

Fixed assets:
Furniture and equipment 110,055          101,575          
Building 150,000          -                    
Leasehold improvements 81,628            90,025            
Vehicles 87,224            61,061            

Subtotal 428,907          252,661          
Less accumulated depreciation (161,064)         (152,445)         

Net fixed assets 267,843          100,216          

Other assets:
Restricted investments 409,610          391,965          

Total assets 1,699,480$     1,230,707$     

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 278,975$        113,233$        
Deferred revenue 208,811          248,400          

Total current liabilities 487,786          361,633          

Net assets:
Without donor restriction 757,760          395,602          
With donor restriction 453,934          473,472          

Total net assets 1,211,694       869,074          

Total liabilities and net assets 1,699,480$     1,230,707$     

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

DECEMBER 31, 2020
(With summarized comparative totals for December 31, 2019)

 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 

Susie Albrecht
Steven Bangert
Barbara Benson
Homer and Virginia Boushey
Mark and Linda Brewer

$999 to $500
Anonymous Donor
Parker Bacon
Rachel Bell
Bennett Ridge Fire Safety Organization
Marc Benson
Geraldine Brown
Dave and Joan Chalk
Nancy Cherniss
Chris Argenziano and Donna Dambach
Gwendolyn Dhesi
Ron and Sandra Dodge
Patricia Donchin
John and Sara Donnelly
Jeffrey Dreyer and Marykate Dryer
April Eberhardt and Harold Marsh 27



$499 and below

Sara Ackerman
Jill Adams
Stephanie Adams
Antonia Adezio
Candice Aguirre
Carter and Roberta Alexander
Bonnie Alexander
Elena Alioto
Jeffrey Altergott and Joseph Palese
Robert and Linda Alwitt
Loeta Andersen
David Anderson
Elizabeth Andrews
Dawn Angelosante
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Stephen and Valerie Arelt
Dianne Armer
Chester and Frances Arnold
Mary Evelyn Arnold
Diana Arntz
Alan Arrigoni
David Artale and Michelle James
Lorraine Ashton
Dean Atchison
Gerald and Teresa Audesirk
Shirley Austin-Peeke
Valorie Bader
Russell Bair
Andrew Baldwin
Bill and Susan Ballard
Steve and Debby Barbose
Edward and Susan Barich
Lance Barlas
Michael Barnett and Judith Bloomberg
Robert Barron
Gene and Gail Barrot
Judith Barry
Michael and Helen Bates
Thomas von Tersch and Margaret Beeler
Richard Berry
Anne-Marie Bimenyimana
Charles and Sue Bingaman
Linda Biscoe
Simon and Kimberly Blattner

Deborah Bloom
Donna Blue
Earl and Judith Blue
Blue Sea Resources Inc
Carl Boe
Boeing
Olivia Bolling
Joan Bourg
Judy and Ken Bowles
Cynthia Boyer
Kelleen Boyer
Susan Braito
Mark Bramfitt
John Branscome
Kelly Braun
Louis Braun and Joanne Martin Braun
Anne Brewer
Michael Brown
Leah Brumer
Janet Bruno
Barbara Buck
Alicia Buelow
Ann Butler
Larry Caldwell
Jill Callahan
Diane Campagna
Eugene and Loranna Campagna
Alan Campbell and Rebecca Simmie
Karin Campion
Carolyne Carmichael
Mary Ann Carr
Mary Kate and Darrell Carter
Charles Catlett
Stephanie Chalmers
Margaret Chapman
Amy Charnay
Margaret Clary
William and Sara Clegg
Eric Cohen
Patricia Coleman
Patrick and Barbara Collins
Michael and Mary Connolly
Shari Conradson
Consensus Classroom
Richard Conte
Randall Cook
Randy Cook
Martin Widders and Barbara Cooper
Ruth Cooper

Chris and Carol Elms
Bradley Evans
Paul and Mary Favaro
Mark Feichtmeir
Colleen Ferguson
Anonymous Donor
Brett Cooper and James Fontanilla
Ron Koeberer and Lisa Frugoli
Don and Cheryl Green
Carolyn Greene
Bruce Hartsough and Leslianne Lee
Thomas Hawker
Peter and Margaret Haywood
Patricia Herron
Randolph and Kelly Hicks
Keith and Cheryl Hughes
Christopher Jones
Krumbein Family Charitable Fund
Jane Levikow and Jan Speller
Samantha Lewins
Tony and Nancy Lilly
Warren Lyons
Ananth and Rachel Madhavan
Reed Maidenberg
Ellen McKnight
Steven and Nina Moore
Steve Mullen and Inga Aksamit
Kimberly Nicholas
Byron and Jennifer Nichols
Jeffrey Norby and Avis Shapiro
Oakmont Hiking Club
Kim Pack
Edward Parkman
James Perry
Ninie Phoon
Roger and Fiona Prichard
Vanessa Rognlien
Thomas and Michele Rouse
Jean Schulz
Margaret Spaulding
Carol Stoye
The Heck Foundation
Mr. Theobold and Mrs. Chandler
George and Judy Weiner
Jennifer Wood

Keith Abeles
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Robert Cortelyou
Clay and Barbara Cowan
Robert and Gina Crozier
Mary Curtin
Elizabeth Dale
Stephen Dale
Steven Davidson
Andrea Davis
Edward Davis
Arthur and Jill Dawson
Charles Abshear and Laurie Decker
David DeFelice
Douglas Dempster
Tana and Brian Dennen
Jen DeShazer
Kelly Dillman
Peter Bacot and Deanne DiPietro
Gail Diserens
Richard and Darlene Donat
Josephine Donnelly
Carol Donovan
Christine Dreyer
Gail Dubinsky Spielman
David Dwyer
Patrick and Elise Dwyer
Steve Eckert
Candice Edmondson
Sarah Elkins
Anastasia Encarnacion
John Erickson
Herbert Ernst
Paul Falk
Sandy Farber Robinson
Len Tillem and Susan Fegan
Robert and Suzanne Ferroggiaro
Emily Fisher
Michael Fitzpatrick
Andy Fleming
Debra Forton
Ritch and Margie Foster
Cathleen Francisco
Raymond and Bonnie Fredricks
Ira Freed
Jennith Froyd
Deborah Fruchtman
Anina Fuller and Margit Jacob
Maureen Gallagher
Fay Gallus
Jay Gamel

Roland Gangloff and Judy Scotchmoor
Evan and Debra Garber
Gilda Garcia
Elizabeth Garsonnin
Joe and Lisa Gerardin
Loren Gerstein
John and Julie Gianfermi
Niki Gibbons
Jessica Gibbs
Richard Gibson
Brian Gilmore
Holland Gistelli
Pieter and Margaret Goedewaagen
Margaret Gokey
Mark Gonzalves
Mary Good
Edward Graham
Erin Gray
Diana Gray
Jonathan Grayson
Karl Greer
Rhonda Guaraglia
Odessa Gun
Katja Hagedorn
Brad Hall
Steven Hammerich
Stevi Hanson
Richard and Katherine Harkness
Inner Harmony
Andrew and Charesa Harper
Laurel Harris
Gail Hartman
Roger and Kay Heigel
Janice Hein
Margaret Hein
Rick and Kristine Henry
Jordan Herrmann
Gisela Hewitt
Dr. George Hoke
Charlton Holland
Milton and Bette Holloway
Sanford Horowitz
Sanford and Alice Horowitz
Gregg and Julie Hosfeldt
David Hough
Rebecca Houghton
Chris and Gretchen Howard
Tina Howard
Joan Howarth

Susie Hughey-Haas
Mark Hummel and Amy Alper
William and Jane Hutchinson
Holly Hutter
Karen Inman
Rodney Jackson and Darla Hillard
Jay and Rebecca Jasperse
Kathy Jelin
Joshua Jenkins
Keng Jin Lee
James and Shannan Johnson
Byron Jones and Julie Morrison
Julianne Jones
Chris Jones
Mary Jue
Arlene Kallen
James and Jill Kamahele
Lilo Kangas
Susan Karle
David Katz
Mitchell and Ellie Katzel
Dominic Gates and Christina Kennedy
Paul Kenny and Nancy Wever
Linda Kerwin
Shawn Kilat
Debra King and Margaret Lane
Joanne Knez
Grace Knight
Debra Knowles
Christopher Koch
Marie Koller
Patti Kozlovsky and Paul Martin
Lisa Lambiase
Maya Land
Juliet Langley
Terry and Karen Larson
Joan Lateer
Nadine Lavell
Barbara Leach
Richard Lee and Rhonda Stallings
Dinah Lee
Jody Leeds
Meghan Leerskov
Jason and Andrea Leffew
Jacquelyn Lehmer
David Leland and Ann Howald
Allison Leotta
Gregory Levesque
Gerad Levitis 29



Cynthia Morrow
Mark Mortensen
Gerry and Kathleen Mugele
Karl Mutch
Jane Nakasako
James and Gwen Neary
Margaret and Eric Neilsen
Edwin and J'Anny Nelson
Helen Neumeyer
Edith Newsome
Elizabeth Nichols
Ken and Karin Niehoff
Betsy Niles
David Nimowitz
Jack and Hope Nisson
Eric Norrbom
Donna Norrell
Harry O'Brien
Daniel O'Connor
Mike and Cory O'Donnell
Lee Jay Olness
Dan and Miriam Osborne
Elizabeth Ozselcuk
Jennifer Palladini
Gretchen Paradis
Laura Parker and Karen Salinger
Jackie Parker
Peter and Cecilia Parkinson
Leighton Parks
Parks California
Mary Elizabeth Parsons
Donald and Joyce Parsons
Johanna Patri
Karen Pedersen
Rosemarie Pedranzini
Jack Pernet
Woodrow Engle and Kathleen Peterson
Steven and Linda Pickell
Mark and Tia Pierce
John and Kathryn Pons
Yannick Ponte
Marcus and Rebecca Porrino
Shilo Porter
Jennifer Potts
Paul Poumirau and Marla Glick
Katherine Powers
Dave and Kathryn Pratt
Christopher Pratt
Doreen Proctor

Drew Levy and Dawn Williams
Stephen Lewis
Veda Lewis and Kathy Aanestad
Alice Liddell
Joseph and Elaine Lieber
Catherine Linden
Cindy Lindh
Dan McCormick and Barbara Linhard
Yan Liu
Dennis Livingston
David Loeb
Karen Lombardo
Myron London and Lucinda Ford
Carrieann Lopez
Elizabeth Lotz
Margaret Lourenco and Rich Blaska
Melissa Lovett-Adair
George Loyer
Mark and Laura Lucas
Sharon and Jim Lynch
Brandon Maio
Nicole Marchesi
Ben Marcus-Willers
Luba Markoff
Kathleen Marsh
Helen Marsh
Sandra Martensen
Christine Martindill
Elisa Marzorati
Henry John Mason
Marsha Mather-Thrift
George Maurer
Nancy Mavis
Richard Mayer
Tom McBride
Sam and Kristen McCain
Anthony McCormick
Alane McCrea
William and Josie McGann
Monica McKey
Sharel McVey
Helen Mehl
Paul Draper and Jeanna Menze
Thomas Menzies
Lenore Miller
Kathy Miller
Eric Moes and Oona McKnight
Marcella Moloshco
Sheila Mone

Leslie Purchase
Donald Pyskaty and Crystal Cox
Katherine Quick
Lisa Quigley
Micaelia Randolph
Joshua and Amy Rassen
Lynn Ravazzini
Jeanne Rayner
Christopher Reiger
Elizabeth Renold
Josephine Richard
John and Diana Riley
Marianna Riser
Linda Rockstroh
Aileen Rodriguez
Steven Rolling
John Roney and Mary Jo Dale
Amy Rood
Lisanna Rood
Naomi Rood
Deborah Rood Goldman
Rachel and Jan Rood-Ojalvo
David Rood-Ojalvo
Gregory and Linda Rose
Steven and Colleen Rose
Jennifer Rose
Michael and Lynn Ross
Krystin Rubin
David Rubinson
Kristen Russell
Donald Ryndak
Tracy Salcedo
Salesforce
Karen Sanders
Sally Sands
Karen Sapper
Debra Sassenrath
Mariangela Sassi
Sandra Schonberg Lucas
Craig and Jessica Schorr
Andrew Schreiber
Richard and Amy Schuh
Lynda Schulte
Kathleen Schultz
Kerry Schwartz
Sarah Seitz
Catherine Sevenau
Jenava Sexton
John Seymour 30



California State Parks Foundation
Community Foundation Sonoma County
Fire Safe Sonoma
Gaia Fund
Impact100 Sonoma
Jack London Yacht Club
Kakatu Foundation
Kimball Foundation
Manitou Fund
Marin Community Foundation
Napa Communities Firewise Foundation
Oakmont Village Association
Pacific Union College
Parks California
Rose Foundation for Communities and the Environment
Pepperwood Preserve
Rebuild Northbay Foundation
Redwood Forest Foundation, Inc.
Rotary Club of Sonoma Valley
Rotary Club of Glen Ellen and Kenwood
Scott River Watershed Council
Sonoma County Vintners Foundation
Sonoma Land Trust
Sonoma County Master Gardeners
Sonoma Valley Education Foundation
Speedway Children’s Charities
Wild Oak Homeowners Association

Thomas Shaddox
Shantilal and Snehlata Shah
Steve and Ann Shapiro
Michael Sheffield
Peter Poullada and Nancy Sheppard
Lynn Sherard Stuhr
Suzanne Shimek
Ann Elizabeth Shippey
Gae Shulman
Sue Simmons
Robert Sims
Jacqueline Smith
Andy and Amy Smith
Marc Snyder and Mariluisa Betta
Mark and Maurine Solomonson
Karl Sporer
Susan St Marie
Charles Levine and Elisa Stancil
April Starke
Anya Starovoytov
Tom Stedman
Kat Stephens
Andrew and Jamie Storck
Stephanie Storms
David Strand
Vivian Strand
Muriel Strand
Timothy and Shirley Sullivan
Tim Sullivan
Gary Sumner
Peter and Diane Swanhuyser
Lisa Symonds
Katherine Szabo
David and Alexi Taylor
Elinor Taylor
Vincent Taylor and Patricia Rather
Monna Throop
Marjorie Tibbs
Kristina Tierney
Janet Tonkin
Gina Trisciuzzi
Joe Troise
Richard Turner
Katherine Twain
Blair Twersky
United Way of The Wine Country
Charles and Pamela Vetrano
Daniel Viele and Genevieve Ladha

Nancy Vineyard
Heidi Mehden
Peter Vorster
Isabel Wade
Scott Wagner
Elizabeth Wald
Mira Waldman
Judith Walsh
Mary Washburn
Warren Watkins
Aria Watson
Lynn Webster
Janet Wedekind
Phil Weil
Katharine Weiser
Gloria Wellman
Gretchen Whisenand
Carolyn Whisler
Richard and Debra Whitall
Raymond and Lisa Willett
Kathleen Willmers
Thomas Wilson and Mary MacKay
Louise Winter
Mike and Jane Witkowski
Ted and Pamela Wittig
Christopher Wood and Barbara 
  Payne-Wood
John and Betty Woodward
Eva Yearsley
Robert Young
Suzanne Zahedani
Jane Zimmerman
Matthew and Patresa Zwerling
Kristan Zwerling
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Businesses

Bee-Well Farms
Gordenker Farms
Homegrown Bagels 
Jackson Family Wines
Nugget Market
Paul’s Produce
Sprouts
Valley Bar + Bottle

Government Agencies

California Dept Fish and Wildlife
California State Parks
California Coastal Conservancy
California Department of Water Resources
California Wildlife Conservation Board
City of Sonoma
Delta Conservancy
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District
Napa County Resource Conservation District
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
North Coast Resource Partnership
Permit Sonoma 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Estuary Project
Sonoma Clean Power
Sonoma County Ag + Open Space 
Sonoma County Regional Parks
Sonoma County Water Agency
Sonoma Resource Conservation District
Sonoma Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Sonoma Valley Unified School District

Organizations and Foundations

CALFIRE



2020 Revenue Highlights

We raised 35%
more in 2020
than in 2019,
allowing our

organization to
pivot in response
to the challenges 
of this past year.
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35.6%

21.8%

42.6%

Memberships and
donations

$889,715

Program fees $544,623

Grants and contracts $1,062,742



BERNIE KRAUSE, PhD
Founder, CEO, Wild Sanctuary

DAVID MORELL, PhD
Board President, 

CFO/CEO, Specialty 
Technical Consultants; 

Adjunct Professor (retired), 
Mae Fah Luang University; 

Senior Director (retired), USEPA

NANCY PADIAN, PhD
Epidemiologist, 

UC Berkeley School of Public Health

JENNIFER PALLADINI, PhD
Faculty, 

Santa Rosa Junior College

BRECK PARKMAN
Senior State Archaeologist (retired), 

California State Parks

For the Year Ended December 31, 2020
2020 Statement of Activities
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Without donor With donor 2020 2019
restriction restriction Total Total

SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
Government contract revenue 1,062,742$     1,062,742$     1,133,755$     
Memberships and donations 888,548          1,167$         889,715          573,353          
In-kind donations 150                150                104                
Program fees 544,623          544,623          519,974          
Investment income (loss), net of fees (372)               62,326         61,954            71,969            
Gain (Loss) on disposal of assets -                    -                    1                   
Reimbursable income 361,881          -              361,881          270,851          
Other income 66,577            -              66,577            73,705            
Net assets released from restriction 52,793            (52,793)        -                 -                 

Cost of goods sold (20,657)          -              (20,657)          (40,989)          

Total support and revenue 2,956,285       10,700         2,966,985       2,602,723       

EXPENSES:
Program 1,777,205       1,777,205       1,677,160       
Management and general 557,316          557,316          349,423          
Fundraising 289,844          289,844          170,696          

Total expenses 2,624,365       2,624,365       2,197,279       

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 331,920          10,700         342,620          405,444          

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING 395,602          473,472       869,074          463,630          
Prior period adjustment 30,238            (30,238)        -                    -                    

Net ASSETS, BEGINNING RESTATED 425,840          443,234       869,074          463,630          

NET ASSETS, ENDING 757,760$        453,934$     1,211,694$     869,074$        

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020
(With summarized comparative totals for the year ended December 31, 2019)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 
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2020 Statement of Financial Position
For the Year Ended December 31, 2020
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2020 2019

ASSETS
Current assets:

Cash and cash equivalents 391,482$        383,881$        
Accounts receivable 593,542          317,589          
Prepaid expenses 37,003            37,056            

Total current assets 1,022,027       738,526          

Fixed assets:
Furniture and equipment 110,055          101,575          
Building 150,000          -                    
Leasehold improvements 81,628            90,025            
Vehicles 87,224            61,061            

Subtotal 428,907          252,661          
Less accumulated depreciation (161,064)         (152,445)         

Net fixed assets 267,843          100,216          

Other assets:
Restricted investments 409,610          391,965          

Total assets 1,699,480$     1,230,707$     

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 278,975$        113,233$        
Deferred revenue 208,811          248,400          

Total current liabilities 487,786          361,633          

Net assets:
Without donor restriction 757,760          395,602          
With donor restriction 453,934          473,472          

Total net assets 1,211,694       869,074          

Total liabilities and net assets 1,699,480$     1,230,707$     

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

DECEMBER 31, 2020
(With summarized comparative totals for December 31, 2019)

 
 
 
 
 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 
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Staff Thanks to our supporters, Sonoma Ecology Center was able to retain and 
even grow our staff, making it possible to meet the evolving needs of 
Sonoma Valley and its communities.

35

RICHARD DALE 
Executive Director

ROSS ADAMS
Restoration Project Manager

RAYMOND BALTAR
Biochar Project Manager 
Sonoma Biochar Initiative Director

CELINA BRIGGS 
Human Resources Manager

STEVE CARARA
Sonoma Garden Park Manager

JOE JOE CLARK
Restoration Technician
Nursery Specialist

CAITLIN CORNWALL
Senior Project Manager 
Sonoma Valley Collaborative Director

JARED DAVIS
Restoration Technician
Fire Specialist

DANA DELEW
Restoration Technician
Fire Specialist

JONNY EHLERS
Educator
Naturalist

DAN LEVITIS
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park
Volunteer Coordinator
NEST Lead Instructor

JULIA MEGNA 
Education Project Manager

AYLA MILLS
Nursery Propagation Manager

IVANA NEDELCHEV
Sonoma Garden Park Bilingual 
Volunteer Coordinator

TONY PASSANTINO
Education Program Manager

JOHN RONEY
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Manager

ALMA SHAW 
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park Bilingual 
Events Coordinator
Assistant Park Manager

ERICA WARREN
Project Specialist

CADY WATTS
Marketing and Communications 
Specialist

TIFFANY WING
Development Director

JIM ELIAS 
Operations and Finance Manager

FRANCIS GANTOS
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park 
Operations

WENDY HAYES
Research Project Manager

DEB HENNESSY
Staff Accountant

BARRY HILL
Restoration Program Manager

JACK HINES
GIS Specialist

KEVIN JONES
Restoration Technician

KIM JONES 
Marketing Specialist
Sonoma Valley Collaborative Coordi-
nator

JON KANAGY
Design and Implementation
Project Manager

STEVEN LEE
Senior Scientist
Research Program Manager

MATTIE MILLER
Full-Charge Bookkeeper



Sonoma Ecology Center
is a 501(c)3 organization 
Federal ID #94-3136500

 

Contact Us
Phone: (707) 996-0712
info@sonomaecologycenter.org

Mailing Address
Sonoma Ecology Center
PO Box 1486
Eldridge, CA 95431

Website
www.sonomaecologycenter.org

Follow us
          @SonomaEcologyCenter          

@SonomaEcology          

All photos by Kristen Russell unless otherwise noted
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